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Farmers Market

Swissvale Pride

Juneteenth Celebration

The Swissvale Farmers Market returns
for its ninth season this summer! With
new and returning vendors, familyfriendly activities, live music and, of
course, colorful produce the Market
continues to grow.

The 2022 People’s Pride PGH March
and Music Festival will take place on
Sunday, June 5, in Swissvale! This will
be the first Pride event ever held in
Swissvale to spread the message of
inclusivity and the history of Pride.

Opening weekend is June 4th! Come
explore what the Farmers Market has
to offer 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. every
Saturday through the end of October.
Located in the municipal parking lot at
Noble and Dickson Streets.

Swissvale was one of the first boroughs
in Allegheny County to recognize
Juneteenth as an official holiday in
June of 2019. In 2020, the Borough
approved Resolution 20-10 recognizing
it as an annual day of celebration in
Swissvale.

The People’s Pride PGH March and
Music Fesitval is organized by SisTers
PGH, a local nonprofit operated by
Black trans women and femmes. Find
more information on page 8.

This year, the Juneteenth celebration
will take place at Les Getz Memorial
Park beginning at 2 p.m. on June 18th.
Activities will include a local artist
exhibition and writing contest.

Follow SisTers PGH
@sistersPGH

Follow the Market
@SwissvaleFarmersMarket

7560 Roslyn Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15218
Www.SwissvaleBorough.com
412.271.7101

Find more information on page 9.
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Borough Administration
Borough Building Update

A Banner Community
Swissvale Borough Council
recently awarded a contract to
CORE Architects for the design
of a new municipal building to
replace the existing Borough
Building at the corner of South
Braddock Avenue and Roslyn
Street. CORE has done other
work in the Borough including
designs for the Dickson STEAM
Academy renovations and the
proposed designs for the
Swissvale Library.

Council also awarded a contract to LSSE Engineers for the Civil and Geotechnical
Engineering work for the new building. The Building Committee, which is chaired by
Council member William Price and includes council members Weldianne Scales and
Shawn Alfonso Wells, will be meeting with design consultants and staff in the near
future to begin the design process.
Ms. Scales shared at a recent council meeting that both CORE Architects and LSSE
Engineers met the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion goals that the Building Committee
has set for this project.
These are the very preliminary steps of a long and detailed process. We are
anticipating a nine-month design and permitting process. We would like to demolish
the current building by the end of this year and break ground for the new building
early in 2023. We will continue to update you on the progress of the design and
construction in each edition of The Swissvalian and on the Borough website.

Elected Officials

Borough Officers

Deneen Swartzwelder, Mayor

Greg Bachy, Interim Boro Manager

Christopher Ansell, President

Sarah Ansell, Executive Assistant

Weldianne Scales, Vice President

Dione Hood, Asst. Finance Director

Shawn Alfonso Wells

Robert L. McTiernan, Solicitor

Joshua Miser

C. Ellis Watson, Police Chief

William Price

Clyde Wilhelm, Fire Chief

Swissvale has been recognized as a
2022 Banner Community by County
Executive Rich Fitzgerald and the
Allegheny League of Municipalities
(ALOM)!
This program recognizes municipalities
that show a commitment to professional
development, prudent fiscal management, transparency, accountability, and
proactive communications to engage
community stakeholders.
This marks the 6th consecutive year
that Swissvale has been recognized by
ALOM as a Banner Community.
Swissvale is one of 80 organizations
recognized this year.

Advertising and
Publication Requests
All submissions must be received by
the first of the month prior to the issue
in which it will appear. Please submit
all questions and materials to
news@swissvaleborough.com or call
412-271-7101.

Abigail Salisbury
Next Deadline: June 1

Angela D Stribling

Borough Contacts
Administrative Services
7560 Roslyn St, Pittsburgh, PA 15218
phone: 412.271.7101
fax: 412.271.5441
Monday - Friday 8:30a - 4:30p
www.SwissvaleBorough.com

Public Works, Trash, Recycling
phone: 412.271.7101
Fire, Police, Medical Emergency
911
Fire Department (Non-Emergency)
Building, Zoning, and Code Enforcement
7400 Irvine Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15218
phone: 412.271.0448

Police Department (Non-Emergency)
7560 Roslyn St, Pittsburgh, PA 15218
phone: 412.271.7101
Culgan Towing, Impounding
412.271.7160
Tax Office, Thomas Barr
412.351.3342

www.SwissvaleBorough.com
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Borough Administration
The New Borough Website is Live!

The Borough’s new website launched in February, providing residents with a
dramatically enhanced experience and many more connectivity options to choose
from. You can now subscribe to Notify Me Citizens Communication Subscription
feature which allows citizens to receive multi-channel notifications on only those
topics that matter most to them. You can receive notifications by email or text
message when updates are made to meeting agendas and minutes, calendar
events, community alerts and more!
The new mobile-optimized design ensures that citizens can easily navigate and
interact with content from any desktop computer, smartphone, or tablet, anytime
and anywhere. Whether you are trying to figure out who to contact, what you can
recycle, or how to apply for a building permit, you can find the answers easily on the
new site. Enhanced features allow anyone to view real time air quality updates,
download council meeting agendas and minutes and apply online for available job
opportunities!
As we continue to upgrade and utilize this resource, we hope to make online
payment options available to residents as well. Make sure you bookmark this page!
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Fire Department

Open Burning FAQs
Who regulates open burning?
Open Burning is regulated by the
Allegheny County Health Department
(ACHD) and enforced by the ACHD as
well as Swissvale Fire Department and
Swissvale Police Department.
No person shall conduct, or allow to be
conducted, the open burning of any
material, except where the Department
has issued an open burning permit, or
where the open burning is conducted in
accordance to Article XXI §2105.50 and
is done in a manner which contributes a
negligible amount of air contaminants.
What can be burned?
No material other than clean wood,
propane, or natural gas may be open
burned EXCEPT for:
• Commercially available fire logs,
paraffin logs, or wood pellets;
• Paper or commercial smokeless fire
starters in order to start a fire;
• Charcoal for the preparation of food
only.

Can I burn my leaves?
The burning of brush and leaves is not
permitted.
How big can my fire be?
Fires may be no larger than 3’ wide by
3’ long by 2’ high.
Where can I burn?
Fires must be at least 15 feet from the
nearest neighbor’s dwelling or inhabited
area, including:
• Property line
• Roadway
• Sidewalk
• Public access area

First-Aid & CPR Classes
The Swissvale Fire Department regularly offers CPR training at the fire station.
Classes are scheduled various times of the year and the next scheduled class is on
Saturday, May 21, 2022. Please check the Borough’s website for more information
and scheduled class dates. You may also contact Assistant Fire Chief Mike Volpe at
412-271-0448 for more information.

New Shift Commander Named
The Borough recently appointed Firefighter/EMT Joshua
Carlini to the position of Shift Commander. Mr. Carlini
has been a member of the department for years. He has
completed the following National Board of Fire Service
Professional Qualifications Certifications: Firefighter I,
Firefighter II, Fire Inspector I, Fire Inspector II, Fire
Instructor I, Fire Officer I, and Fire Officer II. He also is
a Nationally Registered EMT and a certified vehicle
rescue technician. Congratulations, Josh!

www.SwissvaleBorough.com
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Police Department

Code Enforcement Notices
Street Sweeping
Street Sweeping will begin on Monday, April 4, 2022. Cars must be moved off the
street between 8:00 a.m. and noon on your street sweeping day to accommodate
the street sweeper. Cars that are not moved will be ticketed. If you are unsure of
your street sweeping day, please check the street sweeping signs on your street,
check our website at www.swissvaleborough.com or call the Borough Office at
412-271-7101 to determine your street sweeping day. Warnings to move vehicles
will be issued for the first two weeks of street sweeping. Ticketing of illegally parked
vehicles will begin on April 18, 2022.

Sponsorship Available
to Allegheny County
Police Academy
The Swissvale Police Department is
now offering sponsorships for current
residents to attend the Allegheny
County Police Academy.

If you see a code violation, let us know! Call the Code Enforcement Officer at
412-271-0448 or fill out the report form on our website:

Upon successful graduation, the
cadet’s tuition ($5,000) will be paid for
by Swissvale with the agreement that
the cadet will work in the department
as a part-time police officer for a
minimum of one year after passing the
state licensing exam. The cadet will be
able to continue their education and
training as an officer while participating
in the field training program.

https://www.swissvaleborough.com/267/Code-Violation-Complaint-Form

To apply, visit the Borough website.

Report a Code Violation
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Public Works Department
Clean-Up Days
Breaking a 20-year tradition, Swissvale
has decided to split its annual CleanUp Day into two unique events in order
to streamline the process and
encourage more volunteerism in the
community. The first event will occur
on Saturday, April 23, 2022, and the
second on May 21, 2022.

The April 23rd event will be the
traditional town wide clean-up.
Volunteers are invited to gather at the
Public Works Garage on McCague
Street at 9:00 a.m. to receive highvisibility shirts, gloves, garbage bags, grabbers and other necessary supplies to deploy throughout Swissvale and clean-up trash
and litter. Coffee and light refreshments will be provided in the morning and lunch will be provided to all volunteers at the end of
the event. Volunteers will also have a chance to win door prizes just for helping with the clean-up. We would like to encourage
residents of all ages to participate and make our town a place to continue to be proud of. A couple of hours of volunteerism will
go a long way towards beautifying Swissvale!
The second clean-up event will be held on Saturday, May 21. This event will be our annual Electronics, Household Hazardous
Waste and hard to dispose of items collection. Items to be collected will include televisions, computers, computer peripherals,
batteries, tires, household hazardous waste (paints, paint thinners, oils, antifreeze, etc.), tires, bulk items and building materials.
Disposal of these items is free and is available to Swissvale residents only. Please bring a photo ID with your current
Swissvale address to dispose of your items at this event. This event will begin at 9:30 a.m. at Memorial Park and continue until
1:00 p.m. Please see the list below, check our website and social media pages for more details on the event.

www.SwissvaleBorough.com

The Swissvalian 7

Community Partners
Serve With SEDCO
The Swissvale Economic Development
Corporation (SEDCO) is a group of
individuals living and working in Swissvale
whose mission is to organize, direct, and
coordinate economic revitalization projects
in the Borough. SEDCO was formed in
1989 as one of the first community
development corporations in the Mon
Valley as part of the Mon Valley Initiative
(MVI).

Help for Homeowners
Homeowners who are facing
foreclosure or other financial hardships
because of the COVID-19 pandemic
may be eligible for help.
The Pennsylvania Homeowner
Assistance Fund will help homeowners
whose annual household income is at or
below 150 percent of the area median,
a spokesman said. The program is
designed to prevent or ease mortgage
delinquencies, defaults, foreclosures,
displacements and utility
disconnections.
The Pennsylvania General Assembly
allocated $350 million in federal funds
toward the relief effort.
Locally, Mon Valley Initiative is one of
the agencies that will provide help
through the program.
To find out more information, call
housing counselor Jonathan Weaver at
412-464-4000, ext. 4008, or email
jweaver@monvalleyinitiative.com.

One of SEDCO’s most recent programs is the Curb Appeal Mini Grant that provides
home and business owners with up to $150 for exterior improvement projects to
boost the curb appeal of their homes and/or businesses. Since last summer, 21
residents have applied for this grant. If you are interested, additional information and
the application can be found on the Borough website.
Through partnership with the Mon Valley Initiative (MVI), numerous residential
properties in Swissvale have been renovated for purchase by first time home buyers
through the Rehab for Resale Program. SEDCO is always looking for potential
properties for inclusion in this program. The most recent renovation project was the
$3 million Schoolhouse Condominiums located on McClure Avenue. MVI
purchased the former Deniston School using the Allegheny County's Vacant
Property Recovery Program. Following its complete renovation, the building became
the 18-unit Schoolhouse Condominiums providing affordable, quality housing in the
east suburbs of Pittsburgh.
SEDCO and MVI also partnered on the $4.35 million Kopp Glass Gateway project
that removed 13 blighted structures and created 16 new homes, including four
affordable condos in the old Madonna del Castello church on Duquesne Ave. The
focal point of this successful project is the Park Avenue greenway at Monongahela
Ave.
Each month, from March through November, SEDCO sponsors Swissvale Litter
Clean-Up days. Litter Clean-Ups are held at 10:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of
the month. Volunteers meet at the corner of Woodstock Ave and Melrose St. This
program has been in place for several years and all are welcome to help keep
Swissvale clean! (See below for dates!)
SEDCO is always looking for ways to improve our community. We would love to
have you be part of this volunteer organization, providing fresh, new ideas for
Swissvale. Join us for one of our meetings! SEDCO meets the fourth Monday of
every month. Meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. at the Wilkins School Community
Center, 7604 Charleston Ave. For more information. please contact SEDCO
at SwissvaleSEDCO@gmail.com

SEDCO Clean-Up Dates
April 9
May 14
June 11
July 9
August 13
September 10
October 8
November 12
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Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Black History Month Honorees
In celebration of Black History Month (BHM), Swissvale Borough
Council recognized the following community members for their
accomplishments, contributions and service in Swissvale and
beyond.

Veryl Lawson

(Top Left) A lifelong resident, mother and grandmother, Veryl has
served as a leader for the Swissvale Economic Development Corp.
(SEDCO), the Mon Valley Initiative (MVI) and the Swissvale
Planning Commission for many years.

Ciora Thomas

(Top Right) Ciora is a Pittsburgh native, a black trans woman and
the founder and Director of SisTers PGH. She advocates for
transgender rights throughout Pittsburgh and Allegheny County.
SisTers PGH is responsible for organizing and hosting the first
Pride Month celebration in Swissvale.

Leland Scales

(Bottom Left) While earning his Master of Science degree in Food
Studies at Chatham University, Scales decided to put his research
into action. He created the Swissvale Community Garden to both
beautify the neighborhood and provide access to free, healthy fresh
produce to his neighbors. He also founded Swissvale Community
Action Committee and is actively involved with Reach Up Pittsburgh
and 412 Food Rescue.

Joylette Portlock

(Bottom Right) Dr. Portlock is the first Black woman to serve as
Executive Director of Sustainable Pittsburgh, a nonprofit working to
advance sustainability policies and practices in southwestern
Pennsylvania. As a resident, her leadership helped to launch the
Farmers Market in Swissvale.

Swissvale Pride Celebration!
The People’s Pride PGH 2022 March and Festival, organized by SisTers PGH, will
take place on Sunday, June 5, in Swissvale. This will be the first Pride event ever
held in Swissvale. The focus for the march and festival will be improving legislation,
police training, advocacy, and inclusivity. SisTers PGH encourages their supporters
to join the celebration.
People's Pride PGH will meet at Frick Park Sunday, June 5th at 10:00 a.m. where
participants will line up along South Braddock Ave. The march will begin at 11:00
a.m. and move to the heart of Swissvale where it will be met by more community
members and allies. Individuals who are not able to walk from Frick Park can join
the procession as it passes Edgewood Towne Center. Vendors and sponsors will
have the opportunity to table along Monongahela Ave as well as at the Dickson field
perimeter.
People's Pride music festival will feature a special guest headliner and 5 local artists
that are sure to show what being a TLGBQIA Pittsburgher is all about. Visitors will
be immersed in not only musical talent but the arts as we feature TLGBQIA
Liberation through many intersectional artists displays that will be interactive for all
visitors.
Join this historical moment and step towards inclusion!
More information at www.sisterspgh.org.

www.SwissvaleBorough.com
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Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Juneteenth Celebration!
This year’s Juneteenth celebration will take place at Les Getz Memorial Park on
June 18 beginning at 2 pm. Activities will include music, vendors, a local artist
exhibition and a writing contest.

Writing Contest
Middle and high school students are invited to write a poem, prose, or essay that
relates the concept of freedom and the celebration of Juneteenth to their life and
goals for the future. Finalists will be announced and honored at our Juneteenth
Celebration taking place this year on June 18th.
The deadline for submissions is 7:00 p.m. on May 20th. Please email submissions
to administrative@swissvaleborough.com and include the student's name, age,
grade, school and email.

Local Artist Exhibition
Local artists are invited to participate in an exhibition featuring work that
encompasses the spirit of Juneteenth. All work will be displayed digitally and
physically, in celebration of Juneteenth.
Eligibility: Adult Artists (18 years old and up), working in any media, and residing
within Pittsburgh, PA are eligible to submit work. The submission must be original
and encompass the artist’s interpretation of the theme “the spirit of Juneteenth.”
Submission Requirements:
A complete submission includes:
• The original artwork or high-quality photograph of the artwork
• An individual photo of the artist
• The artist’s name, email, and mailing address
Submissions may be emailed to wscales@swissvaleborough.com or physically
dropped off to the Borough Building.
Deadline: By 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 29 th.
If you have any questions about the exhibition, please call 412-271-7101 or email
Weldianne Scales at wscales@swissvaleborough.com.

Photo Above: 2021 artwork by Angela Ford
Photo Right: 2021 artwork by Tyland Chambers

www.sisterspgh.org

Get to know SisTers PGH
SisTers PGH is a Black and Trans-led
non-profit organization which serves
POC, trans, and nonbinary people within Southwestern PA from their office
located at 2014 Monongahela Ave.
Led by Founder/Director Ciora Thomas
and directed by a majority of black,
brown, and transgender people,
SisTers PGH is geared to serving
QTBIPOC (Queer, Trans, Black, Indigenous, People of Color.) Their office provides opportunities for trans communities to thrive through their affirming programming, leadership roles, and initiatives that are created by trans people
for trans people. Outside of their programming, they provide rent, utility,
grocery, and PPE support.
The drop-in center on Monongahela
Ave has open hours between 10:00
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on Monday through
Friday.
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Community Happenings

7327 McClure Ave, 15218
www.restorationchurchpgh.org
Regular Worship Schedule:
10:30 a.m. on Sundays.

Community Sock Drive

Join the second annual Seeds Over Swissvale: a dispersed seed swap via the many
Little Free Libraries of Swissvale! It’s a great way to get started for the season, and
it’s fun to go on a hunt for unique seed varieties all over town.
Here’s how it works:
• Check the map for locations: https://bit.ly/SeedsOverSwissvale
• Inside each Little Free Library you’ll find plastic containers of seed packets.
• Take anything you want - no need to have seeds to trade! However, please
don’t take the whole plastic container!
• Please take only what you think you’ll need - each packet should contain around
10-20 seeds, so take 1 packet for every 3-6 plants of that type that you hope to
start. Please take whole packets only. If there are more than you’ll use, bring
back the seed packet re-labeled later, share with a neighbor, or save them for
next year (in a refrigerator works best).

Regent Square Civic Association

One of the most requested items for
those on fixed incomes is socks. It is
common to find pants, shirts, even
shoes second-hand, but who really
wants to wear someone’s old socks?
Restoration Community Church is
partnering with the Swissvale Food
Pantry to provide new socks for seniors
and other under-resourced members of
our community.
From April through August, we will be
collecting brand new socks to be
distributed in the fall as winter
approaches. Any donations can be
dropped off at Restoration Community
Church (7327 McClure Ave) during
Sunday service (10:30 a.m. to noon) or
at the Swissvale Borough Municipal
building during normal business hours
(M-F, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.). Please
only donate NEW, never used socks.

The Regent Square Civic Association wants to take a moment to highlight the businesses in
Regent Square after the Fern Hollow Bridge collapse, as it likely will reduce traffic for many of
our local businesses. Give them a little extra support in the coming months - Check out our
Regent Square Business List, also available on our social media: https://tinyurl.com/56tmujf2
Mark your calendars for these upcoming community events!
Easter Egg Hunt - 4/16 - Starting at 10:00 a.m. at the Richmond and Sanders Street Parklet.
We heard there might be a visit from the Easter Bunny!
Parkway East Litter Clean-Up - 4/24 - These regular clean-ups help keep this key gateway into Regent Square welcoming to
all. To help us plan for vests, gloves, etc., please contact Jon Danzak at 412.241.2345 or jon@danzak.net to volunteer.
RSCA Annual Yard Sale - 5/14 - Starting at 8:00 a.m. This annual event is one that you don’t want to miss - sell things you no
longer need and find new treasures! Registration information & further details will be added to our website and social media
as we get closer to the event.
Would you like to take an active role in community initiatives such as the holiday lights, the annual yard sale, or Second
Saturday events? Is there a project or improvement that you would like to see in the neighborhood? Maybe you have a little
enthusiasm, creativity, and/or time to spare? Look no further! Send us an email at contact@rsca.online to get involved or reach
out on social media!

www.SwissvaleBorough.com
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Community Happenings

Borough Calendar
4/1
4/4
4/6
4/7
4/8
4/9
4/15
4/16
4/21
4/23
4/26
4/27
4/29
4/30

SFD Fish Fry
Street Sweeping Begins
Council Legislative Meeting
Food Pantry Distribution
SFD Fish Fry
SEDCO Clean-Up Day
SFD Fish Fry
Rotary Meeting @ GoodFellas
Egg Hunt—Memorial Park
RiverCity Community Dinner
Food Pantry Distribution
Community Clean-Up Day
SEDCO Meeting
Council Agenda Meeting
Rotary Meeting @ GoodFellas
Due Date—Garbage Fee

5/4
5/5
5/7
5/13
5/14
5/19
5/21

5/23
5/25
5/27

Council Legislative Meeting
Food Pantry Distribution
Parkway Flower Planting
Rotary Meeting @ GoodFellas
Regent Square Yard Sale
SEDCO Clean-Up Day
Food Pantry Distribution
Hard to Recycle Event
First-Aid & CPR Class
RiverCity Community Dinner
SEDCO Meeting
Council Agenda Meeting
Rotary Meeting @ GoodFellas

Swissvale Community
Food Pantry

Spring is here and it’s time once again
to plant flowers in the Western PA
Conservancy Parkway Flower Garden
on Braddock Ave!

Volunteers are needed at 9:00 a.m.
on May 7th. Check the Borough
website for details.

Council Legislative Meeting
Food Pantry Distribution
Farmers Market opens
Swissvale Pride Celebration
Rotary Meeting @ GoodFellas
SEDCO Clean-Up Day
Food Pantry Distribution
Juneteenth Celebration
Rotary Meeting @ GoodFellas
SEDCO Meeting
Council Agenda Meeting
Due Date—Real Estate Tax
(at discount)

*Swissvale Community Days will
take place October 8th this year*

Calling All Green-Thumbs!

SEDCO is proud to be a sponsor of the
twenty fifth year that Swissvale has
partnered with the Western PA
Conservancy to create this beautiful
garden!

6/1
6/2
6/4
6/5
6/10
6/11
6/16
6/18
6/24
6/27
6/29
6/30

Free Community Dinners
River City Church

Saturday, April 16 and
Saturday, May 21
4:00-6:30 p.m.
All are welcome.

Location & Hours
2028 Noble Street
Distribution hours are 9 a.m. to noon,
on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each
month.
Produce For The People
Distribution is the last Tuesday of each
month from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,
until the end of October. No registration
necessary. All are welcome!
Email: swissvalepantry@gmail.com
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Community Happenings
Wilkins School Community
Center (WSCC)

New Website
Check out Wilkins School Community
Center’s new website to discover
WSCC people and programs and find
new ways to Meet, Play, Learn and
Grow. Our new site makes it incredibly
easy to register and pay for Programs,
Rentals, Memberships and support
WSCC. Check out the new website
at wsccpgh.org.

Egg Hunt!

Seniors Always Matter

Swissvale’s annual Easter Egg Hunt is
back and the Easter Bunny is hopping
with excitement!

Seniors Always Matter is a 501(c)3 non
-profit that operates with volunteers
supporting seniors from our community.

All children are invited at noon on
Saturday, April 16th at Memorial Park
Lower Field.

Senior News

There will be prizes for all participants!

Don and Tootie Grigg celebrated their
60th anniversary on February 3, 2022!
Don and Tootie are both active
members of the Swissvale Senior
Center. Don is the Bingo caller and
Tootie helps to organize the Bingo
games.

Gallery Schedule
Pgh Watercolor Society Small Works,
Big Ideas—Suzie Sparks
March 12—April 30th
Artists’ Choice—Francine VandenBerg
May 7—June 18th
Pgh 10 Plus—Suzie Sparks
July 9—August 27th
Olena Abukomova Solo Show
September 18—TBD
Off the Wall Sale—Francine
VandenBerg
November 12—December 17th

Mary Grace Starek celebrated her 95th
birthday on February 3, 2022. Mary
Grace volunteers as the Bowling
League Treasurer for the Senior
Citizens Bowling League.

www.SwissvaleBorough.com
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Environment
Climate Action Committee

Swissvale Shade Tree Advisory Committee (SSTAC)
New Street Trees

The committee would like to thank all
residents who participated in our
Climate Action Survey and congratulate
those who received a gift card in our
raffle! We have gathered amazing
feedback from 351 respondents, or
about 4% of the population of
Swissvale. The results of this survey
are being analyzed, and we are
selecting the climate action initiatives
with the most resident support to
include in the draft of our Climate
Action Plan. These initiatives may
include:
• Building an energy efficient,
sustainably-designed municipal
building
• Providing resources for residents
and businesses to make energy
efficiency improvements
• Negotiating affordable renewable
energy options
• Participating in a solar co-op
• Converting vacant lots to green
spaces
• Condemning industrial polluters &
supporting stricter regulations
• Expanding pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure
• Developing a community
composting program
We will further analyze potential
initiatives and continue to seek resident
feedback throughout this process by
hosting focus groups. We are delighted
by the strong interest that the
Swissvale community has shown in this
project and want to create a plan that
residents not only support but can help
implement.

Through coordination with Borough
Council and the DPW, SSTAC
prepared and submitted a TreeVitalize
grant application to the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy. We
received notice in early February that
20 new street trees have been
approved for a spring 2022 planting
event in our Borough. Based on a tree
request submitted by Universal
Academy of Pittsburgh, these new
trees will be a welcome addition to the
Swissvale urban forest on Hampton
Avenue, St Lawrence Avenue and
LaCrosse Street.
The planting date is scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 2.
We are looking for volunteers to help with this great spring event, right around the
dual environmental celebrations of both Arbor Day and Earth Day. Registration will
be through Western Pennsylvania Conservancy.
SSTAC would like to sincerely thank Greg Bachy and the DPW for their efforts to
make this planting a reality by preparing all of the planting sites. This is a significant
undertaking, starting with a PA One Call to mark utilities, followed by preparing tree
pit cutouts in sidewalks (normally 3 ft X 10 ft), excavating existing soil and replacing
it with new soil which gives the young trees a healthy place to grow.
SSTAC intends to submit a separate application for a fall planting. If you are
interested in having a street tree adjacent to your property in Swissvale, please fill
out a tree request form. The form and instructions can be found online at
https://swissvaletreecommi.wixsite.com/website. The tree request forms or other
tree related questions can be sent to swissvale.tree.committee@gmail.com.
Please watch for future tree care events or plantings in future Swissvalian issues or
on the new Borough website where additional tree related information can be found
at: https://www.swissvaleborough.com/185/Shade-Tree-Committee.
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School District
Woodland Hills School District
Backpack of Hope Food Program

Swissvale Rotary meets the
2nd and 4th Friday of the month
at 1:30 p.m. at GoodFellas
“Service Above Self”
Learn more!
Join us for a meeting or follow us
@SwissvaleRotary

The Rotary Club of Swissvale has teamed with the Woodland Hills School District to
offer the Backpack of Hope food program. This program offers a supply of nutritious
meals/snacks for children over the weekends, free of charge. Food items are
distributed on Fridays to students who are enrolled in the program. If you believe
your child could benefit from this program please contact Ms. Taylor
at johneb@whsd.net or 412-731-5816 ext. 3123. All information is kept confidential.

Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten registration is now open for the 2022-23 school year! Any child who
will be 5 year of age by September 1, should register. Early registration provides the
best opportunity to select your elementary school of choice (Edgewood, Turtle
Creek or Wilkins.) To register, visit https://www.whsd.net/Content/148 or contact
Pupil Personnel Services at 412-731-1300 ext. 0154 or 412-315-9600.

Black History Month
In recognition of Black History Month, Woodland Hills School District students of all
ages had the opportunity to engage in numerous programs, activities and
educational experiences throughout the month of February. The entire district was
invited to take part in One Book, One District, a program organized by Mr. Kevin
McGuire at the high school library. Those who participated read “Men We Reaped”
by Jesmyne Ward. Towards the end of the month, Ms. Ward joined Mr. McGuire for
an episode of the Woodland Hills Interaction Series and provided insight about the
book and answered questions from students.
At the high school, the first week emphasized health and wellness. The second
week was about food for the soul and mind. During Parent Teacher Conferences,
the district’s community and business partners had tables set up with information
about their programs and services for parents. In the cafeteria, parents and
guardians were treated to a delicious menu of soul food. The third week promoted
self love and mental health, while the final week was devoted to the Black Student
Union’s programming, including an assembly on Friday, February 25 that featured
quizzes on Black history and multiple musical performances.

www.SwissvaleBorough.com
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Library

Carnegie Free Library
of Swissvale
1800 Monongahela Ave.
412-731-2300
www.swissvalelibrary.org

Carnegie Free Library of Swissvale
Summer Reading is Coming!
June - August 2022

The theme this year is “Oceans of
Possibility.” Check in the library or on
our website for all the fun details.
Creative Journaling and Meditation
Saturdays, 2 p.m. (3/26 - 4/30)

Journaling is a great way to relieve
stress, regulate emotions, and maintain
a sense of self through difficult times.
Sign up to attend and receive a journal
to use. There is a registration limit of 10
people.
Make It To Grow
Artist-in-Residence Katy DeMent offers
exciting family-friendly Make It To Grow
kits available at the library.
New kits are available mid-month:
• April – Landscape Architecture: use
graph paper and color pencils to
design your garden spaces.
• May – The Crankie Kit: Use a
scrolling panorama to tell the story
of pollinators and plant growth!
Music Under the Tree
Saturdays, early June

Free, outdoor concerts with some of
your favorite local performers. Check
the website for details.
Programs For Everyone
Note: masks are required for all inperson programs.
For Little Kids
Baby and Toddler Storytime
Tuesdays, 11 a.m.

Get ready for stories, songs, rhymes,
and activities! We meet in the strolleraccessible library basement.

For School-Age Kids
Minecraft Mondays

Mondays, 5-6 p.m. (virtual)

For school-age kids and tweens. Play
Minecraft online with your friends! We
play using Java Edition, which is
incompatible with phones and mobile
devices. Contact Miss Cece for login
information and questions
(caroc@einetwork.net).
For Teens
Teen & Tween Time
Thursdays 5 p.m. (virtual)

For tweens and teens. Play games,
read comics, have fun! Contact Miss
Cece for login information
(caroc@einetwork.net).
Anime Club
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 5-6 p.m.

For tweens and teens. Join us downstairs in the basement to explore Japanese culture and talk about and watch
some of your favorite anime.
Programs for Adults
Book Discussion Groups
New members are always welcome!
Just call or stop by the front desk to
request a copy of an upcoming book. A
complete list of 2022 books is available
on our website.
Get Library News via Email,
Facebook and Instagram
Sign up for the library’s new email list!
We'll be sending an email version of
the library newsletter, as well as periodic updates about special events, new
services and fundraisers. Visit
www.swissvalelibrary.org/newsletter
to subscribe.

Library Hours:
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Friday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday: CLOSED
The Library will be closed on
4/15, 4/16 and 5/30

Follow the library on
Facebook and Instagram!
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ECRWSS
U.S. Postage
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EDDM Retail
7560 Roslyn Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.SwissvaleBorough.com
412.271.7101

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER
PITTSBURGH, PA 15218

Summer Help Wanted!
The Department of Public Works is
looking for temporary summer help
beginning May 2nd.

Primary responsibilities include grass
cutting and maintenance of vacant lots.
Job Details:
40 hr/week
$12 per hour
To apply:
www.swissvaleborough.com
Must be 18 years of age or older.

