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Swissvale Police Officers and Firefighters Save
Three Lives in Four Weeks!

Swissvale Mayor Deneen Swartzwelder presented Life Saving Awards to two (2)
Swissvale Police Officers and seven (7) Firefighters on September 24th, 2020.
The officers and firefighters responded to three separate incidents where the
victims were in cardiac arrest and saved their lives! One of those survivors, Joe
Mercer of Whipple Street, attended to personally thank those involved!

Those honored for their life saving efforts were:
o Police Officer Gus Bondi
e Police Officer David Zacchia
o Fire Shift Commander Jared Amos
o Fire Shift Commander Benjamin Rudd
o Fire Marshal D.J. Glancy
o Firefighter Robert Brannagan
o Firefighter Josh Carlini

o Firefighter Robert Fry
o Firefighter Brad Sablocik

Pictured left to right: Chief Watson, Officer David Zacchia, Officer Gus Bondi,
Firefighter Brad Sabolcik, Fire Shift Commander Jared Amos, Fire Marshal D.J.
Glancy, Firefighter Robert Fry, Fire Shift Commander Ben Rudd, Firefighter Josh
Carlini, Firefighter Robert Brannagan, and Chief Wilhelm.

Fire Chief Clyde Wilhelm and Police Chief C. Ellis Watson wanted to recognize
their staff’s quick responses and life saving measures that resulted in three
Cardiac Arrest saves in four weeks! Chief Watson and Chief Wilhelm are very
proud of their officers and firefighters and the professionalism they bring to our
community. Public Safety is our business and the preservation of life is our
highest priority.

According the American Heart Association (AHA), more than 350,000 cardiac
arrests occur each year out of the hospital. About 90% of people who experience
an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest die. Data also shows that nearly 45% of out-of-
hospital cardiac arrest victims survived when bystander CPR was administered.
Chief Wilhelm commented that to have three cardiac arrest saves in a month is
nothing short of incredible.

Cardiac Arrest Survivor Joe Mercer addresses the Police and Firefighters who
saved his life, with Mayor Deneen Swartzwelder looking on.

Swissvale is fortunate to be one of the few fire departments in Southwestern
Pennsylvania that has Advanced Life Support (ALS) equipped vehicles and
trained personnel to perform those interventions when necessary.

The Swissvale Fire Department is also an AHA CPR Training Site. Firefighters
train and recertify all Borough employees in CPR. They also have regularly
provided Community CPR classes to the public. However, the pandemic has
hindered those efforts this year and they hope to begin doing those again soon.
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i Borough Administration

The past year has been difficult for all including Swissvale Borough. The
challenges of providing high-quality public services through a pandemic
are difficult but the hard-working and dedicated employees of Swissvale
Borough have continued to provide these services without skipping a
beat. The municipal building has been closed to the public since mid-
March, but residents and property owners are still able to interact with
the staff through phone and e-mail while Council and other Board
and Commission meetings have moved to a virtual platform. We will
continue to adapt to the challenges put in front of us while still providing
the services that our residents deserve.

Want to know what’s going on

in OUR community?

Get Our Community
Events, Notifications,
Reminders, News,
Alerts, and More!

In the next two months Council and staff will be developing and adopting
a 2021 budget with some uncertainties due to the pandemic, laying out
a capital project plan for next year, continuing work on several capital
projects already underway, beginning renovations of the building
purchased for the Department of Public Works and most importantly
making a determination on how to proceed with a new or renovated
Swissvale Municipal Building.

Click here to
download the
Savvy Citizen App!

By the time you read this, Swissvale Council will have appointed a new
Borough Manager. I look forward to working with our new Borough
Manager into the future and hope that all of you extend a warm welcome.
I thank Swissvale Borough Council for having the faith in me to fill
this important position in the interim and look forward to returning to
my normal position as Assistant Borough Manager and Public Works
Director and continuing to work for the betterment of Swissvale Borough.

Have a safe, happy and healthy holiday season and a Happy New Year!

Greg Bachy
Interim Borough Manager
Borough of Swissvale

Elected Officials

Deneen Swartzwelder, Mayor
Abigail Salisbury, President
Weldianne Scales, Vice President
Christopher Ansell

Shawn Alfonso Wells

David Petrarca

William Price

Michele Stanton

Borough Contacts

Administrative Services

7560 Roslyn Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15218
phone: 412.271.7101

fax: 412.271.5441

Monday - Friday 8:30a - 4:30p

Public Works, Trash, Recycling
412.271.0350

Borough Officers
Greg Bachy, Interim Borough Manager
Robert L. McTiernan, Solicitor

Diane M. Turley, Treasurer

Fire, Police, Medical Emergency
o

Fire Department (Non-Emergency)
Building, Zoning, and Code Enforcement
7400 Irvine Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15218
412.271.0448

Advertising and
Publishing Requests

All submissions must be received by the
first of the month prior to the issue in which
it will appear. Please submit all questions/
materials to news @swissvaleborough.com or
412.271.7101.

Police Department (Non-Emergency)
7560 Roslyn Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15218
412.271.6666

Culgan Towing, Impounding
412.271.7160

Tax Office, Thomas Barr
412.351.3342
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Fire Department ﬁ%

Winter Fire and Safety Tips

With the winter season coming upon us, there is an increase in potential
fires and other emergencies in the home. Please take a few minutes to
read and help us help you reduce the potential for these emergencies by
following a few simple steps.

Furnace Maintenance

e Have your furnace checked and cleaned. Ensure motor is
oiled, fan belt is not worn (if applicable) and the exhaust
flue is in proper order with no leaks.

e Keep combustible items at least three feet away from
heating equipment, including your furnace, hot water heater
and portable heaters. This will greatly reduce the chance of
fire in your home.

Carbon Monoxide Alarms

e Make sure your home has a working Carbon Monoxide
Alarm near your sleeping areas.

e Test the alarm monthly and ensure it is working and
batteries are good.

e This odorless, colorless gas can kill you. Symptoms
are often described as “flu-like” and commonly include
headache, dizziness, weakness, vomiting, chest pain and

confusion. If you think you may have CO in your home and
are experiencing these symptoms, call 911 immediately. \Q,@ °¢‘, YOU r Safety
The SFD has metering equipment to check for CO in your < ° F
home and ensure your safety. IS OUr Focus
. Swissvale
EleCtrlcal Safety Fire Department
e Never use an extension cord for a portable heater and only 5“ lSSVAL & 7400 Irvine Street
plug one heater into a wall outlet. P e AT Swissvale, PA 15218
278 412.271.0448

e Do not use plug in expanders to increase the number of
items plugged into one outlet. Always use a power strip
with an internal breaker.

Smoke Detectors

e Make sure your smoke detectors are working. Having Every floor
working smoke detectors in your home reduces your
chances of dying in a home fire. More than a third of all
home fire deaths occur in homes without working smoke
detectors.

Smoke Alarms DID YOU
KNOW?

The risk of dying
in a home fire
is reduced by

Every bedroom

Outside all
sleeping areas
in homes with
working
smoke alarms

At least 10 feet
e We offer free smoke detectors for senior citizens and the from stoves

disabled. Call us for more information at 412-271-0448.

e If you live in a rental property and your smoke detector(s) Test your smoke alarms monthly and replace them if older than 10 years
are not working, call us at 412-271-0448 and we will
ensure that your landlord remedies the issue.

e If you have new smoke detectors and are unable to change
or install them yourself, call us and we will be glad to help.
This includes assisting in changing batteries.

Call the fire station any time you have any fire safety questions or concerns and we will be happy to assist you.
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iU Helping Hand

Seniors Always Matter S.A.M.

Our Mission is to enhance our senior citizens lives by providing
opportunities for fellowship, fun, and food in a friendly and safe
environment and also by providing community celebration for special

days and holidays.

Thank You to the following groups & individuals for donations to “Seniors Always Matter”
(S.A.M.) which supports our local seniors and our Swissvale Borough Senior Center.

e Mr. Jordan Marckisotto
-Edgewood Town Center Giant
Eagle

e Ms. Aisha Mariner .. Edgewood
Town Center Giant Eagle

e Swissvale Presbyterian Church
e Mr. Charlie Nied

e Mr. Thomas Barr, Tax Collector
e Mr. Clyde Wilhelm

e Mr. David Mann

YOUR DONATION IS APPRECIATED!
Checks payable to:

Seniors Always Matter

Seniors & Face Masks

Director of Seniors Always Matter, Carol
Palangio, reached out to volunteer, Mary
Louise Turano, for her help and presto ....
Mary Louise worked day and night to provide
the seniors with hand stitched face masks. A
special Thank you ... to Mary Louise Turano.

Size

1x1 inch

1x11/2in

1x2 inches

1x3 inches

1x4 inches

1x5 inches

1x6 inches

e Swissvale Rotary

e Ms. Ann Haines

e Ms. Marilyn Rita Koontz

e Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Keteles
e Mr. David Petrarca

e Ladies of Charity : Madonna &
Word of God Parish

e Mr. John Bonacci

e Mr. Alvin G. Rutter

Mailed to: Seniors Always Matter
2023 Noble Street Swissvale, PA. 15218

In loving memory of
Dolores (Dolly) Clougherty

Swissvale senior citizens lost a beloved
friend on August 3, 2020. Dolly Clougherty
loved playing bingo at the Swissvale Senior
Center and socializing with all of her friends.
She will be deeply missed.

TUCKER ARENSBERG

Robert L. McTiernan
Swissvale Solicitor

1500 One PPG Place Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412.594.5528
rmctiernan@tuckerlaw.com www.tuckerlaw.com

\qohmaly's Printi,,9

Celebrating 60 Years!

FASTSIGNS.

More than fast. More than signs:

Size

2x11/2In

2x2 Inches

2x3 Inches

2x4 Inches

2x5 Inches

2x6 Inches
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Public Works ®

Leaf Collection

The annual leaf collection program began on
Monday, November 2, 2020 and will continue
through Friday, December 4, 2020, weather
permitting. Leaves will be collected following
the street sweeping schedule. You do not need
to move your cars for leaf collection, but please
do not park your cars close to a pile of leaves
as the leaf collection vehicles are rather large
and may not be able to get close enough to pick
them up.

Leaves must be raked onto the edge of the
street by 7:00 a.m. on your collection day. Due
to the volume of leaves in the Borough we can
only clean each street once a week, so if your

leaves are not out when the truck is in your
neighborhood they will not be collected until
the following week!

All leaf waste is shredded and disposed of at a
DEP permitted leaf composting site in Wilkins
Township. Since the leaves are deposited at a
leaf composting facility, you cannot place grass
clippings, tree branches, other yard waste or
trash in your leaf piles. Any contaminated leaf
waste will not be collected until all materials
other than leaves are removed.

Snow and Ice Removal

Although we do not want to think about it,
winter weather will be upon us soon. When
winter weather begins, property owners are
reminded that snow and ice must be removed
from the sidewalks in front of their property
within 24 hours of a snowfall. DPW crews are
on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to keep the
roads safe and passable but they also need your
help. Please observe any parking restrictions
on streets and alleys so that Borough crews can
safely plow and salt all streets and alleys in a
timely manner, park your car in your garage
or driveway if you have one available, park as

close to the curb as possible so the plows have
room to maneuver between your cars, and pull
your mirrors in on the side of the vehicle facing
the road.

The Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code prohibits
parking within 15 feet of any intersection of a
public street. This also includes all alleys where
they intersect with the street. It is critical that
this law be followed as the snow plows cannot
safely enter a street or alley if someone is parked
too close to the intersection. If the snow plow
cannot safely enter a street or alley it will not be
salted or plowed until it is safe to enter.

For everyone’s safety, please do not tailgate
the snow plows or attempt to pass them while
they are plowing and salting. Please be patient
during snow and ice events. It takes our crews
approximately 3 hours to salt and/or plow every
road in the Borough. With the exception of the
main roads, none of the roads will be plowed or
salted a second time until all roads are plowed
and salted at least once. Alleys will not be
plowed and salted until all roads are passable.

Christmas
Tree Recycling

Christmas Tree Recycling will begin on Monday,
January 4, 2021 and continue for approximately
three weeks. Christmas Trees can be placed at
the curb with your trash and will be collected by
the Department of Public Works. All trees will
be collected and chipped into mulch. Trees must
be free of ornaments, lights and tinsel in order to
be collected. We will collect the trees on your
regular trash day unless there is a snow event that
requires our crews to be plowing and salting the
roads. If you tree is not collected on your trash
day due to weather conditions, it will be collected
as soon as the weather permits.

RECYCLE

YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE y

e e S

St o e

1

X
;
4
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Swissvale Shade
Tree Advisory
Committee Update

The Swissvale Shade Tree Advisory
Committee has been busy this fall, planting
eight trees at Park Avenue and transplanting
some smaller trees that had been put in earlier
in the spring. Additional tree tags were hung
on existing trees planted by the SSTAC and
some trees in need of pruning were attended to.

Tolearnmore about SSTAC activities, volunteer
for upcoming events, or to request a street tree,
visit our website: swissvaletreecommi.wixsite.
com/website

Why Does My Tree
Keep It’s Leaves?

Many of us in Swissvale have large trees planted
along our streets. We find that while our trees
lose some leaves in the fall, the leaves continue
to drop all the way until spring! This tells us that
not all trees shed their leaves during fall. Why
is that? Ryan Pankau answers this question in
his article, “Why Do Some Trees Retain Leaves
Over the Winter?

We all know the two types of trees, evergreen
and deciduous trees. Where and why do they
flourish? Areas that have seasonal droughts
tend to favor deciduous trees. By shedding
leaves, deciduous plants are able to save energy
during an otherwise-unproductive, drought-like
time of year.

To plants, winter is actually a time of drought.
In this case, drought is caused by freezing
temperatures, which tie up available water. So
a plant that is able to drop leaves prior to winter
can save energy during a time of drought. In
addition, we know that photosynthesis is far less
efficient in the winter. Evergreens have lower
nutrient demands since they don’t require the
development of an entire canopy of leaves each
year during the spring.

Deciduous trees holding leaves through winter
is an exception to some of the rules of the natural
world. Botanists and ecologists have carefully
studied this phenomenon, referring to it as
“marcescence.” Many trees in our area, namely
oak and beech trees, exhibit marcescence. Those
of us with oaks and beech trees in our yards
know that they retain their winter canopies,
dropping leaves all winter long.

_ Law Offices Of____
KATHLEEN D. SCHNEIDER

Attorney

¢ ADOPTION

¢ COLLABORATIVE “NO COURT” DIVORCE

* DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW
¢ ESTATES & TRUSTS
¢ GAY/LESBIAN ISSUES

ied Public Accountant

¢ INCOME TAX RETURNS & TAX PLANNING

* REAL ESTATE
¢ SMALL BUSINESS CONSULTATION
* WILLS & POWERS OF ATTORNEY

412.371.8831

Conveniently Located. Evening hours available.
Regent Square Professional Building
1227 S. Braddock Ave. | Pittsburgh, Pa 15218

www.kdschneiderlawoffice.com

Next spring, before you badmouth a pin oak
for holding out for one more round of leaf
raking, consider the unique and amazing feat
of marcescence. That pin oak is just showing
its savvy and trying to out-compete all the other
deciduous trees that lost their leaves back in fall.

-]
o  Ji
O e 4 % DR.MICHAELYUE
"c. 8; 2000 Waverly Avenue
[ Swissvale, PA 15218
[
?0 Tel: (412) 271-1640
& Fax: (412) 271-1621

SWISSVALE BOWL-A-RAMA

BIRTHDAY PARTY SPECIALS!

2023 Noble Street
412-271-4181

Call for Reservations!

Private Parties of 20 to 40 people.
www.swissvalebowlarama.com
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Rob Fry
Fire Department

Rob has worked for Swissvale since August of
2017. Before that he worked for Monroeville
EMS as a paramedic and EMS Manager and in
fact he still works there part time. He has also
worked in the South Hills as an Operations
Supervisor with Baldwin EMS. In his role at the
Swissvale Fire Department, Rob is responsible
for apparatus checks to ensure that all vehicles
are ready to respond to the next emergency. He
also assists with CPR and First Aid training and
education, completes his various duties around
the station, and daily shift level training sessions.
He enjoys giving back to the community and
making a difference in someone’s life in their
time of need. No two calls are the same and
sometimes they don’t have the outcome we all
hope for. Rob says that people would be surprised
by all the behind the scenes work that’s completed
by the department administration to keep things
moving forward. Rob’s most memorable moment
occurred the evening of August 10" when he
and two other personnel responded to a medical
call where the patient was in cardiac arrest. As a
result of two quick police officers and the crew on
duty, the patient made a complete recovery.

When he’s not working, Rob enjoys spending
time with his 11-year-old son and doing fun
things together. Rob is also a Pennsylvania
Fire and EMS instructor. He is also a member
of the Pennsylvania Urban Search and Rescue
Strike Team 1 based in the city of Pittsburgh.
He currently holds the position of Rescue
Specialist and Technical Search Specialist. He’s
also a member of Ohio Task Force 1, a FEMA
Urban Search and Rescue Task Force. He has
been deployed to numerous hurricanes and
natural disasters. Finally, Rob is also a Water
Rescue Technician with the Allegheny County
Swiftwater/Flood Response Team.

Employee Spotlight @

Gus Bondi
Police Department

Gus has worked for Swissvale for 11 months.
Before this he worked at his family’s printing
business. His day to day tasks include:
answering calls for service, patrolling the
neighborhood, and solving a variety of
problems. Gus enjoys that every day of work
is different and you never know what’s going
to happen. He thinks that people would be
surprised that while every day is different,
sometimes it can be boring too. The most
memorable moment of his time working here
so far was the time that someone tried to steal
his police car while he was responding to a
call.

Away from work Gus likes to go archery
hunting, lift weights, and go fly fishing.

His favorite vacation spot is the Blue Ridge
Mountains in North Carolina. His favorite
food is anything Italian. He admits that he
doesn’t have a favorite TV show because

he doesn’t watch a lot of television. An
interesting fact about Gus is that he’s a triplet.
His words of wisdom are “Life’s not fair. Get
used to it”.

Jason McMichael
Public Works Department

Jason is the newest DPW employee having
only worked here for two months. His main
job is to collect garbage. His favorite aspect
of the job is the early start and early finish.
Jason says that people would be surprised at
the amount of trash people throw away. The
funniest moment in his time here was the day
a rat jumped out of one of the garbage cans
they were collecting and scaring the other
garbage collector.

When he isn’t working, Jason likes to work
on cars with his friends and even likes to wire
vehicles with emergency lights. His favorite
food is pizza and his favorite TV show is the
Simpsons. Jason’s pet peeve is people who
don’t use their turn signals. An interesting
fact about Jason is that he is also a volunteer
firefighter for West Homestead. He’s been

a volunteer there for 11 years! His words of
wisdom are “live each day to the fullest”.

eos studio arg, llc

2006 Noble Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15218

c0S
studio
are. llc

412-342-8338, www.eos-studioarc.com
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Community Happenings

[

Pictured above, left to right: Carol Curran, Mary Gourley, and Tootie Grigg

Senior Bowling

Seniors, ages 60 and up, are invited to join the
Senior Bowling Team at the Swissvale Bowl-
A-Rama. The group meets on Mondays at
noon - bowling 3 games of bowling. The cost
is $9.00 per person. For more information or to
reserve your place on the bowling team, please
call Carol or Tony Palangio at 412-271-4181
or stop in to see us at the Swissvale Bowl-A-
Rama at 2023 Noble Street, Swissvale, PA
15218.

Above: Mary Lois Sisson and Darlene Miller

CityReach Church Swissvale

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service

CityReach Church Swissvale will host a candlelight Christmas Eve service on December 24th

at 6:30 p.m. Join us as we welcome Christ’s birth. This is a great event to celebrate the arrival of Regular Worship Schedule:
Jesus Christ with your neighbors! 10:30 a.m. on Sundays at
You can participate on site, as well as streaming on our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ 7327 McClure Ave, 15218.

cityreachswissvale/live. If you attend our in-person gatherings, please wear a mask for the
entirety of the service.

5 B dnaeriinls Bl @Mgli&

» TG
G ROBERT E. ZISCHKAU, JR., P.L.S.

DEVDN KNlGHT Wholesale Distributor Parkway Exit 9
Certified
0 /g ASE Certifie &

: Since 1954
Sr. Project Manager
Borough enginéer 412 727 7643 SWISSVALE AUTO PARTS CO
14920 ROUTE 30 ’;éaw'eu%aﬁi Devsbarbershop@gmail.com 1904 MONONGAHELA AVENUE
NORTH HUNTINGDON, PA 15642 2012 Monongahela Avenue SWISSVALE, PA 15218

412-824-5672x112 + Cell: 412-667-0218 Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Fax: 412-824-9587
bobz@glennengr.com - rezjr001@verizon.net

MARK, KEITH, EMail Phone
CRAIG & MATT  swissauto@aol.com  412-271-3556
Instagram: @devs_barbershop412
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Community Happenings

Borough Calendar*

11/03 Election Day 12/02  Council Meeting

11/04 Council Meeting 12/03  Food Pantry Distribution

11/05 Food Pantry Distribution Day 12/04  Last Day of Leaf Collection

mm Veterans Day (Admin. Office Closed) 12/12 Virtual Holiday Party with Swissvale Library
11/18 Agenda Meeting 12/17 Food Pantry Distribution Day

11719 Food Pantry Distribution Day 12/25 Christmas Day

11/26 Thanksgiving (Admin. Office Closed) 12/30  Agenda Meeting

1/27 Day after Thanksgiving (Admin. Office Closed) 12/31 New Year’s Eve

*All events listed in this calendar are subject to cancellation or
postponement as the COVID-19 Pandemic continues to evolve.

All Borough Council and Agenda meetings have moved to a virtual format for the time being. Residents who would like to watch a live stream of the
council meetings can visit Facebook.com/Swissvale on the scheduled meeting night.

Polling Locations for the November 3, 2020 Elections

District ~ Address

1 7560 Roslyn Street, Municipal Building
2&3 2028 Noble Street, Swissvale Community Food Bank
4&5 7600 Evans Street, Woodland Hills Jr. High West

6 7400 Irvine Street, Swissvale Volunteer Fire Hall

7&8 7530 McClure Avenue, Swissvale Senior Citizen Center

9 1826 Monongahela Avenue, Swissvale Towers
10 7400 Irvine Street, Swissvale Volunteer Fire Hall
11 Charleston & S. Braddock Avenue, Wilkins Community Center

Visit https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/PollingPlacelnfo.aspx to determine your polling
location. The Borough of Swissvale cannot answer questions regarding Elections. For any questions
please call Allegheny County Elections Division at (412)350-4500.

PARTY ROOM and CATERING NOW
" AVAILABLE!!
Q; Open Daily for Lunch and Dinner

BUSCH BROS.

TIRE SERVICE INC. m‘o

FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Happy Hour 5-7, Mon-Fri

eviances CarCareCenter -vecisca. $5 OFF $5 Appetizers - $1.00 off all drinks.
EMISSIONS WORK $30 Food

TESTING 472-357-5342 :
\PA STATE 1931 Monongahela Ave.  "NEW TIRE Purchase 1915 McCague St. Swissvale

Swissvale, PA 15218 SPECIALS expires 412-351-6551
INSPECTION www.pghtiredealer.com 12;%1 120 Takeout Available
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Community Happenings

Rotary Club of Swissvale

If you follow The Rotary Club of Swissvale on
Facebook, you may have seen their video on
September 17 fulfilling the long-delayed 2019-
2020 project. The club prepared 200 birthday
party kits and delivered them to the Swissvale
Food Pantry and the Union Baptist Church
Food Pantry.

The club is now working on two projects in
support of the Swissvale Food Pantry and
Carnegie Free Library of Swissvale. Watch out
for more information on those projects in the
next newsletter.

Please support the club’s current fundraising
program through GoFundMe at https://charity.
gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/swissvale-
rotary-fundraiser. Thank you to all of those
who have already contributed. If you’d like
more information on the club or to join one of
their ZOOM events, please contact a member
or the club through Facebook.

Pictured 9-17-20 Ann Haines, Kevin Collins, Jack
Tomley, Dave Kokales, Bill Price

Regent Square
Civic Association
Holiday Events

In addition to lighting up the Regent Square
business district, the RSCA will also be
sponsoring a holiday decorating contest this
year. We look forward to showcasing your
creativity and holiday spirit!

Additionally, as you begin to make your list and

check it twice, consider sharing some holiday
cheer through the RSCA’s Holiday Toy Drive!
The drive will benefit Project STAR, which is
the family services component of The Children’s
Institute of Pittsburgh.

Follow the Regent Square Civic Association
Facebook page or visit www.rsca.online for
further details about these and other upcoming
initiatives!

Wilkins School Community Center

Virtual Classes and Exhibits
Replace In-Person Programming at
Community Center

The Wilkins School Community Center will
remain closed to the public through the end of
calendar year 2020 at a minimum in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The nonprofit
organization will continue serving as a place
for people to meet, play, learn and grow as it
promotes virtual programming by tenants and
local groups.

The Wilkins School Community Center is a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization that has managed
aformer school in the heart of Swissvale’s Regent
Square neighborhood since 1976. The building
normally hosts a myriad of classes in the visual

arts, dance, yoga, martial arts, cooking, music,
theatre and language learning. Other nonprofits
regularly use the building for meetings and
programming space.

With the building currently closed, the
community center is promoting offerings by the
building’s tenants and local groups. The group’s
website wscepgh.org and Facebook page provide
information about virtual offerings, such as:

e Watercolor Classes with Marci Mason

e Awareness through Movement Zoom Classes
e Virtual Art Exhibits

e Masters of the Harp Virtual Concerts

e Virtual Community Meetings

With reductions in programming fees and
fundraising opportunities, the Wilkins School
Community Center is actively seeking donations
to support maintenance of the 90-year-old
building and community planning for the
immediate and long-term future. Donations are
being accepted on the nonprofit’s secure website
or by contacting the organization by email.

Wilkins School
[ Community Ccnlcr
|:| I]E MEET ¢ PLAY * LEARN

Madonna del Castello & Word of God Parishes

November-December, 2020
Madonna del Castello

2021 So. Braddock Ave.

Contact: 412.271.5666

Weekend Masses: Saturday at 4 pm

Word of God Church (WoG)

7446 McClure Ave.

Deacon Ron Demblowski, 412.241.1372
Weekend Masses: Sundays at 10 am
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Love Your Library Month Update and Thanks

This year, we set a goal higher than usual for Love Your Library Month. We intended to kick
start the fundraising necessary for our planned renovation to preserve and improve our historic
library. We knew our dollar goal might be a stretch without hosting book sales or bakes sales due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The community came through showing the true love they have for
their library. The Love Your Library campaign has done exceedingly well, with 143 individuals
contributing $13,000, surpassing even our lofty goal. What makes this campaign extra special
is that the Jack Buncher Foundation will partially match every gift. If you contributed for the
Love Your Library campaign, thank you! If you missed the matching campaign and would like
to contribute now (not matched) toward the library renovation, you can do that at the library or at

https://aclalibraries.org/library-finder/carnegie-free-library-of-swissvale/.

N

i

“Make-It” to-go Activities this Fall

Like Carnegie Free
Library of Swissvale
on Facebook!

Are you looking for some hands-on fun, a family
activity, or a new quarantine project for yourself?
We are fortunate to have local papermaker and
teaching artist Katy DeMent's MAKE-IT to-go
kits on offer this fall at the Swissvale Library.
Katy’s delightful kits will include instructions for
children AND adults, reclaimed *materials, and
as well as digital links and references. These kits
are for individuals and for families of all ages!

11/16/20: Pop-Ups for the Holidays Kit
Starting 12/14/20: Make a Book Kit

Stop by and see what MAKE-IT to-go kits are
available now. Everyone is welcome to take a kit
each month.

Grab and Go Kid’s Craft and STEM
Kits, too

Miss Cece is continuing her weekly Grab-and-
Go Kids® Kits, in conjunction with our online
programming for children. Each week, we have
Pre-K activity bags and Big Kid’s STEM bags in
the lobby. These are tied to our virtual programs
each week, so check out our website, Facebook,
or YouTube channel for all the details.

Coming Soon:
Hotspots for Borrowing

The Swissvale Rotary has made a generous
contribution to the library so our patrons can
borrow hotspots. We expect them to be available
by the beginning of November. They won’t go
out in delivery, rather they will be picked up and
returned to Swissvale Library. They’ll go out
for three weeks, with no renewals. We're very
pleased to offer this additional service to our
patrons.

LOVE YOUR

LIBRARY ()

Experience Kits for
Local History Attractions

If you’re feeling a bit of quarantine fever, you can
now check out an experience kit for five local
history centers: the Senator John Heinz History
Center, the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum, the
Lincoln Highway Experience, the Air Heritage
Museum and McKinley Schoolhouse, and the
McKeesport Regional History and Heritage
Center. Each kit contains a pass for four FREE
ADMISSIONS to one of the centers, as well
as information about each attraction. You can
check out one kit at a time. Loans are for one
week only, and cannot be renewed. Please return
your experience Kits to the library upon your
happy return. Happy historical trails to you and
three friends.

Puzzle of the Week

Miss Bonnie creates a paper Puzzle-of-the-
Week, available in the lobby or inside the library.
One entry per family, return your completed
puzzle by Saturday of each week, for a small
prize. Even if you don’t return them for a prize,
they’re friendly brainteasers!

Virtual Programming

We have new virtual programs every week! New
storytime videos debut every Monday at 11, and
new Story + Science videos debut on Tuesdays at
3! Check out our YouTube channel for storytime
sing-alongs and grab-and-go instructions and
teasers, or tune in on our Facebook page or the
library Children’s page (swissvalelibrary.org/
kids-teens) for full videos! We also host LIVE
Zoom meetings on Thursdays at 4 with games and
comic read-alouds for tweens and teens. (E-mail
Cece at caroc @einetwork.net for the meeting ID,

passcode, and to hear what’s coming up!)

SWISSVALE LIBRARY WILL BE
CLOSED on 11/26 and 11/27, and on
12/25 and 12/26. Plan your book, CD,
and DVD selections accordingly.
Happy holidays!

Swissvale Library Temporary Hours:
Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat: 10am-4pm

Tues, Thurs: 12-6pm
Sun: Closed

The library is located at 1800
Monongahela Ave., Swissvale, PA
15218, at the corner of McClure and
Monongahela

Music (Not) at the Library

We are pleased to be hosting several fantastic
local musical groups who will be serenading us
digitally this November and December. Enjoy
our concerts from the comfort of your own
living room! Stay tuned to our Facebook page
and website for all the concert details.

You are Invited to the Library’s
First Zoom Holiday Party

SAT., Dec. 12, 2020 from 6 — 7:30pm

We have never attempted this before, but we are
hosting a socially distant holiday time together
this season, and we are inviting our library
friends and families to join us. Bring your
own cookies and your favorite hot cocoa, and
carol, chat, and visit with other sporting library
patrons. Check our website for the Zoom link to
join this holiday fest.

Book Discussion Groups are Back

Our five book discussion groups are resuming
our lively, in-person meetings. These will be
held downstairs in the senior center, with proper
social distancing, masks, and cleaning protocols.
We love our books and the camaraderie of
discussing them together, but patrons’ health and
safety is our utmost concern. See our website
or stop into the library for a list of books and
meeting dates. All are welcome to participate.

For a complete listing of upcoming programs
and events, visit swissvalelibrary.org
or call us at 412.731.2300.
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Thank you for making
Swissvale one of the

best places to live,
work, and play.

Enjoy the holidays!




