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A Message From the Borough Manager 
 We have received extensive positive feed-
back regarding the direct-mailed newsletter! I 
encourage you to take a look inside at the many 
positive stories and the activities and events 
happening throughout the borough. I hope that 
you can find time to participate in some of them. 
 May 20th was our annual Clean-Up Day.  
Thank you to all the volunteers who came out to 
help spruce up our community! Swissvale, like 
many other communities, is faced with the  
problem of litter. Recently, thanks partially to a 
generous donation from the Swissvale Rotary, 
the borough was able to order new garbage and 
recycling cans to be placed throughout the  
business district. We encourage everyone to do 
their part to keep Swissvale clean. 
 It’s hard to believe that spring is here and summer is right around the 
corner! With the new growing season comes an increase in code violation 
complaints. We thank responsible property owners for taking pride in their 
property and keeping our community looking beautiful. We ask all property 
owners to please keep your property clean and well maintained. If you have 
elderly or disabled neighbors, consider offering to help them maintain their 
yard.  
 We are thrilled to announce that 
after 6 years of hard work by the  
borough administration and elected 
officials, the old Denniston School 
Apartments (pictured right) will have a 
new beginning. The Mon Valley  
Initiative has obtained the property and 
secured a $2.4 million finance pack-
age to convert the dilapidated 18-unit 
apartment building into owner-
occupied condominiums. Architectural 
planning is underway and construction 
should begin sometime this fall!  
 We hope to see everyone at Community Days on June 23 & 24! This 
event has grown every year and features live music, delicious food, games 
for kids and more! Hundreds of hours of work from many volunteers go into 
hosting the festivities. Thank you to Mayor Deneen Swartzwelder for her 
continued efforts to facilitate this successful community experience.  
 I look forward to a safe and fun-filled summer and hope to see you out 
and about in our wonderful community! 

Mr. Clyde Wilhelm, Manager 

BOROUGH OFFICERS 

DENEEN SWARTZWELDER, Mayor 

CLYDE WILHELM, Borough Manager 

GREG BACHY, Assistant Manager  

ROBERT L. MCTIERNAN, Solicitor  

DIANE M. TURLEY, Treasurer  

The Denniston School on McClure Avenue. 



 

 

 The Allegheny League of  
Municipalities named Swissvale a 
2017 Banner Community! A Banner 
Community is described as one that 
“distinguishes themselves as a 
model community through a  
commitment to sustainable  
practices including professional  
development, inter-governmental 
cooperation, sound fiscal manage-
ment and proactive communications 
to engage community stake-
holders.”   

 The 2017 Banner Communities 
were recognized on March 31 with a 
press event on the County Court-
house Grand Staircase.  

 Councilman Martin Busch, 
Council President Michele Stanton, 
Vice President David Petrarca and 
Councilwoman Julie Grose  
accepted the award.  
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 The Pennsylvania State  
Association of Boroughs recognized 
Swissvale for achieving multiple 
awards in the 2017 Borough News 
Communications Contest:  

 1st place in Social Media 
(Facebook: @Swissvale) 

 1st place in Special Recognition 
Category (“Welcome to  
Swissvale” Promotional  
Brochure, available to view on 
www.SwissvaleBorough.com)  

 Honorable mention in  
Newsletter Category  
(Winter 2016)  

 Honorable mention in Website 
Category 
(www.SwissvaleBorough.com) 

 Council President Michele 
Stanton, Borough Manager Clyde 
Wilhelm and Administrative  
Assistant Sarah Ansell received the 
awards on May 9 at the 2017 PSAB 
annual conference in Hershey.  

Awards &Recognition  
The good news about Swissvale is getting out! In the last few months, Swissvale has received recognition from  
local, state and national organizations for distinguishing itself as a model community in its communication, fiscal  

responsibility, sustainable practices, sound urban forestry management and even its fish fry!  

Swissvale has been designated a “Tree City USA”  

by the Arbor Day Foundation!  

See Page 12 for details. 

SWISSVALE VOLUNTEER FIRE  

DEPARTMENT MAKES IT TO THE 

ELITE EIGHT IN THE  

“ULTIMATE PITTSBURGH  

FISH FRY” BRACKET 

 
 The Swissvale Volunteer Fire 
Department Fish Fry was selected 
by TheIncline.com as one of 32 
contenders from all over the city to 
be pitted against one another in 
an NCAA-style competition bracket 
to find the “Ultimate Pittsburgh Fish 
Fry.”  
 The SVFD made it to the Elite 
Eight, beating out several churches 
and the North Braddock Volunteer 
Fire Department before being 
topped by Corpus Christi Parish of 
McKeesport.  
 This friendly fish fry face-off 
between fire departments received 
lots of attention and was featured 
on Channel 4 WTAE—Pittsburgh’s 
Action News.   
 Swissvale native and actor/
comedian Billy Gardell even 
weighed in with this tweet:   



 

 

Salisbury Legal 

Legal Solutions for Non-

profits and  

Small Businesses 
 

412-496-9542 
WWW.ASALISBURY.ORG      

ADVERTISING AND  

PUBLISHING REQUESTS 

 

 The Swissvale News is direct 
mailed at no charge to residents!  
Advertising and publishing requests 
must be submitted by the first of the 
month prior to the issue in which it will 
appear.  

2017 Deadlines:  
Fall (September/October) - Aug. 1 

Winter (November/December) - Oct. 1 
 

Please submit all questions  
and materials to Sarah: 

news@swissvaleborough.com 
412-271-7101 

 
Editor and Advertising Manager:  

Sarah Ansell 
 

Printer:  
Krohmaly’s 
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Swissvale Bowl-A-Rama 

Celebrating 50 Years!  

Birthday & Private Parties! 
 

2023 Noble Street 
412-271-4181 

 

www.swissvalebowlarama.com 

YMCA SUMMER PROGRAM  
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Parks &Recreation  

GOLDEN FLASHES FOOTBALL 

 Kids ages 5 to 14. Sign up for 
summer leagues now through July:  

Weekdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Weekends 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.  

Contact John Wilson 
Swissvalefootball@gmail.com  

or (412) 224-9831  

SWISSVALE’S GOT TALENT 

 Can you sing, dance, juggle, 
rap, do karate or have any special 
talent you would like to show off but 
haven’t found the time and place? 
The wait is over! 
 Come perform your talents at 
the 2017 Swissvale Community Day 
#TalentShow, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., 
Saturday, June 24. We believe that 
“Swissvale's Got Talent” and we 
want to see it!  
 

To sign up, contact John at  
412-224-9831 or  

statementrecords412@gmail.com 

 The Swissvale Recreation Board’s purpose is to encourage a sense of cohesion, unity, belonging, pride and  
appreciation in our community and provide space for healthy alternatives for youth to develop character.  

MONDAY FUNDAYS  

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Mondays, June 12 – August 14 

 Come have fun at Memorial Field! Play sports like kickball, ultimate  

Frisbee and wiffleball. There are plenty of other activities as well including 

board games, crafts and more. Open to all school-aged kids, preschool 

through 12th grade and their families.  

SPORT INVENTION WORKSHOP  

10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Tuesday, August 15  

 Swissvale Recreation is partnering with Real/Time Interventions to  
invent a brand-new sport! This workshop is designed for everyone: athletes, 
theater lovers and those who are not particularly fans of either. People of all 
ages, backgrounds, ideologies and physical abilities are invited to participate 
in this part improv theater, part collaborative world-building, part neighbor-
hood pickup game. Lunch and beverages are provided at this all-ages,  
family-friendly event.  
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The Swissvale Police Department offers many services 
that residents might not be aware of.  
 

Fingerprinting  
 Free, hard-copy fingerprint cards are available to  
residents. To schedule an appointment, call 412-271-
0430, ext. 152, and leave a message. 
 

Car seat education and installation 
 Two officers are certified by Safe Kids 
Worldwide to provide assistance with the 
proper installation of child safety car seats. To 
schedule an appointment, call 412-271-0430, 
ext. 158, and leave a message.  
 

Cribs for Kids 
 The No. 1 cause of infant death is due to 
unsafe sleeping environments. Cribs for Kids 
has partnered with the SPD to provide safe 
sleep tips and free portable cribs to local  
families in need.  
 

Consultation on video surveillance  
 Officers will provide advice as to camera 
location, direction and number. Call 412-271-
0430, ext. 152, and leave a message. 
 

A.L.I.C.E. training for schools or businesses 
 A.L.I.C.E. (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) training classes 
provide preparation for individuals and organizations on how to proactively 
handle the threat of an aggressive intruder or active shooter event. For 
A.L.I.C.E. training, call 412-271-0430, ext 155. 

7560 Roslyn Street, Swissvale, PA 15218  
9-1-1 

2017 STATISTICS  

(JANUARY—MARCH)   

Total Calls for Service 2,829 

Total Cases 307 

Total Arrests 77 

DUI Arrests 5 

Total Suspects 4 

Total Victims 122 

Traffic Citations 233 

Non-Traffic Citations 22 

 Swissvale Council unanimously 
approved the purchase of two new 
2017 Ford Police Interceptor Utility 
Marked Patrol units that arrived in 
April. The cars replace two aging 
Chevrolet Caprices and will improve  
police and resident safety. 

PROTECT YOUR POSTAL CARRIER 

  Pet owners’ efforts are critical in keeping postal workers safe. Within the 
Swissvale Post Office, there have been six instances of dog attacks since 
the beginning of the year. Please keep these three critical points in mind:  

1. If a postal carrier delivers mail or packages to your door, place your 
dog in a separate room and close the door before opening the door.  

2. Remind children and other family not to take mail directly from postal 
carriers as a dog might view it as a threatening gesture.  

3. If a postal carrier feels threatened by a dog or if a dog is loose or 
unleashed, the owner might be asked to pick up mail at the post  
office.  

  Please be responsible for your pets and help ensure the safety of all of 
our citizens during these summer months.  
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FIRE 
7400 Irvine Street, Swissvale, PA 15218 

412-271-0448 
www.swissvalefire.org 

PUBLIC WORKS 
7560 Roslyn Street, Swissvale, PA 15218  

412-271-0350 

CPR CLASSES 

 The FD regularly offers CPR 
training. The next class is 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Saturday, July 1.  
 Teaching will include adult CPR, 
child CPR, first aid and how to use 
an automated external defibrillator 
(AED).  
 The class is free to residents. 
Nonresidents are also welcome for 
a nominal fee. 
  To sign up, contact the FD by 
June 16 at 412-271-0448. If you are 
not able to attend but are still  
interested, contact Assistant Chief 
Kip Deleonibus for future class 
dates.  

 If you missed the Swissvale 

Clean-Up day, there are several 

additional opportunities to dispose 

of unwanted and hard-to-dispose-of 

items. Unlike the borough’s Clean-

Up day, there is a fee to dispose of 

certain items at these events. 

Please see below for the types of 

materials that will be accepted 

along with the dates of the events.   

HARD-TO-RECYCLE ITEMS 

Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
June 24  Quaker Valley HS 
July 29  La Roche College  
Aug. 12  Century III Mall  

NO COST:  
cell and home phones • CFL bulbs • 
computer towers and peripheral 
equipment • expanded polystyrene 
packaging material • microwaves • 
stereo equipment • VCRs, DVD 
players, cable boxes 

FEE CHARGED:  
batteries • CDs, DVDs, floppy 
discs •  fluorescent tubes • printers • 
small Freon appliances • stereo 
speakers • tires (car/truck)  

monitor: $20 • TV: $30  

projection or console TV: $40 

 

HOUSEHOLD CHEMICALS  

Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
July 22  Washington County—
 Consol Energy Park 
 parking lot 
Aug 19  Boyce Park Ski Lodge 
 parking lot 

FEE CHARGED:  
$3/GALLON (exceptions apply) 
CASH ONLY 

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS: 
aerosol cans • automotive fluids • 
batteries • chemistry sets • compact 
fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) • gasoline 
and kerosene • household cleaners • 
mercury • paint/paint products • 
pesticides/herbicides • photo and 
pool chemicals • NEW IN 2017 – 
camp fuel/small propane bottles 

 

For details prc.org | 412-488-7452 



 

 

Community Spotlight  
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WILKINS SCHOOL COMMUNITY CENTER 
7604 Charleston Street, Swissvale, PA 15218 • www.wsccpgh.org • 412-244-8458 

 

SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS 

Nature’s Patchwork: Children’s Art 
Workshops  

Saturdays: June 10, 14 and 24  
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

$30 per session, $75 for all three 

 Summer art workshops designed for children 8-12 years. LUNA, or 
Learning Urban Nature through Art, features art activities and techniques 
inspired by the shapes, colors, textures and topography of the natural world.  
 
East End Performing Arts Summer Camp   

June 19 – 23 and July 17 – 21  
Pricing and registration: 

www.eastendperformingarts.com 

 One-week summer camps for students in 2nd 
through 9th grades. Instruction in core disciplines 
(voice, acting, movement) and daily electives 
related to the arts and master classes. Students’ skills will be on display at 
the Friday Finale Showcase, where each individual will get a chance to 
shine in front of an audience.  
 

MORE SUMMER FUN AT WSCC 

There are many classes happening this summer. Visit our website to find out 
more!  
 

WSCC SECURES GRANT 

Thanks to the support of the Honorable Jay Costa and Swissvale Borough, 
WSCC recently received a $35,000 Keystone grant to fund critical masonry 
work on the building. 

 The Swissvale Community Action  
Committee (SCAC) is comprised of  
impassioned residents who love 
where they live. The mission is to 
create connections between the 
residents, government, business 
and other community organizations. 
Through these connections, we aim 
to elevate the image of Swissvale 
throughout the region as a wonder-
ful place to live and work. 
 SCAC meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 2011 
Noble Street. Snacks are provided. 

Join us and learn more at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/swissvalecac/ 

FARMERS MARKET 

www.swissvalefarmersmarket.org 

 The Swissvale Farmers Market 
is now open for its 4th season! 
Come shop, relax, meet friends and 
listen to local musicians. Venders 
offer fresh fruits, vegetables, plants, 
flowers, prepared foods, crafts and 
more! SNAP is accepted. 
 Interested in becoming a vender 
or volunteer? Please contact the 
market manager, Dave Green, at 
swissvalefarmersmarket@gmail.com.  

http://www.swissvalefarmersmarket.org


 

 

SWISSVALE BOWL-A-RAMA CELEBRATES 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS 

 Frank Palangio ran the Bowl-A-Rama for nearly 20 years with the help of his family after opening it for the 1966-
67 bowling season. He retired in 1985 and his son and daughter, Tony and Carol, continue to operate the family 
business to this day. Frank Palangio passed away in 2002, but his wife, Vera, continues to bowl at the age of 92!  

 Over the years, the Bowl-A-Rama has undergone many renovations 
from automatic scoring to cosmic glow bowling to a new gutters-and-
bumper system. With so many changes through the years, the one  
constant has always been good customer service. The Palangios make 
an effort to get to know all of their league bowlers on a first-name basis 
and strive to provide their customers with outstanding service.  

 The family business offers league bowling for junior bowlers, senior 
citizens and adults. Birthday party specials are available. New bowlers 
are invited to join the fun!  

 For more information, please call Tony & Carol at 412-271-4181 or 
visit their website at www.swissvalebowlarama.com.  9 

SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL BUSINESS 

June 

3 Farmers Market 

 Indoor Yard Sale—Pgh Mennonite 

4 Strawberry Festival—Swiss. Pres.  

7 Swissvale Borough Council Meeting 

10 Farmers Market 

 Nature’s Patchwork Workshop—WSCC 

12 First Monday Funday  

 Summer Reading begins—Library 

14 Nature’s Patchwork Workshop—WSCC 

17 Farmers Market 

 Wizard Tournament begins—Library 

18 Father’s Day 

 Corpus Christi Procession—WOG 

19 East End Performing Arts Camp begins 

 Summer Food Program begins—UBC 

21 First Day of Summer 

23 Community Days! - Dickson School 

 Swissvale Mile Packet pick-up 

 The Belaires Concert 

 Movie Night—SPP Methodist  

24 Farmers Market 

 Nature’s Patchwork Workshop—WSCC 

 Community Days! 

 4th Annual Swissvale Mile 

 Swissvale Mile After Party 

 K-9 Officer demonstration 

 Swissvale’s Got Talent Show 

 Dr. Zoot and the Suits Concert 

 Fireworks by Starfire 

26 YMCA Summer Program begins 

 Back-to-School Community Day  

27 WHSD Kennywood Picnic 

28 Council Agenda-Setting Meeting 

30 Deadline for Senior Tax Relief Program 

 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE LES GETZ MEMORIAL PARK  

FIELDS AND PAVILION  

 Planning a summer party? 
Reserve the pavilion at Les Getz 
Memorial Park for your next party or 
gathering. The park is ideal for 
birthday parties, family reunions, 
graduation parties and company 
picnics. Download a reservation 
form on the borough website under 
“Parks and Recreation.” 

To check availability please  
contact Sarah at 412-271-7101.  

BUILD COMMUNITY WITH A 

BLOCK PARTY  

National Night Out is Aug. 1! 

 Summer is a great time to get to 
know your neighbors, borough  
officials and community leaders. 
Why not host a block party?  
 Getting started is easy! Pick a 
date and submit a request to 
sansell@swissvaleborough.com. 
 All street closures must be  
approved in advance. The borough 
will provide barricades or cones. 
 Find more information on 
www.swissvaleborough.com. 

July 

1 CPR Class—Fire Department 

 Farmers Market 

4 Fourth of July—Admin. office Closed 

5 Swissvale Borough Council Meeting 

8 Farmers Market 

15 Farmers Market 

 Community Bike Ride—Memorial Park 

17 East End Performing Arts Camp begins 

19 Block Party—River City Church 

22 Farmers Market 

26 Council Agenda-Setting Meeting 

27 Madonna del Castello Festival 

28 Madonna del Castello Festival  

 Movie Night—SPP Methodist  

29 Farmers Market 

 Madonna Festival 

30  Swissvale’s 119th Birthday!  
 

August 

1 Deadline for Fall Newsletter 

 National Night Out 

2 Swissvale Borough Council Meeting 

5 Farmers Market 

11 YMCA Summer Program ends 

 Summer Food Program ends 

12 Farmers Market 

 Lego & Robots series begins—Library 

14 Last Monday Funday 

15 Sport Invention Workshop 

19 Farmers Market 

25 Movie Night—SPP Methodist  

26 Farmers Market 

30 Council Agenda-Setting Meeting 

31 Borough Tax Due 



 

 

Swissvale M inisterium  
CITYREACH CHURCH  

7327 McClure Avenue 
412-326-9212 

cansell@cityreachnetwork.org 
www.swissvale.cityreachnetwork.org 

 

Regular Worship Schedule:  
10:30 a.m. on Sundays  
Childcare and children’s church 
 

Mondays:  
6:30 p.m.—Life Groups 
 You weren’t created to do life 
alone. Being part of a Life Group 
means having people you can talk 
to, depend on and explore God’s 
Word with. Getting plugged in 
with a group is a great place to start 
when looking to get connected. 
Childcare is provided! 

CityReach Church—Swissvale is 
a worshipping community that 
seeks to create an environment 
where people can belong, grow in 
their relationship with Jesus Christ 
and engage the neighborhood in 
which we are rooted. 

MADONNA DEL CASTELLO & WORD OF GOD PARISH 

Madonna: 2021 S. Braddock Avenue • 412-271-5666 
WOG: 7446 McClure Avenue • 412-241-1372 

wordofgodpa@gmail.com 
www.madonnadelcastello.org 

 

 Corpus Christi Mass & Procession:  

9 a.m. on June 18 at Word of God Church. The procession takes 

place after Mass. The route includes Church Street, Monongahela, 

Washington, Palmer, Irvine, McCague and return to the church for 

Benediction and a brunch. 

 Madonna Festival: 

Dinners begin at 4 p.m., activities open at 7 p.m. July 27-29 at 

Madonna del Castello Parish. Homemade Italian specialties, bingo, 

games, raffles, super slide and entertainment. 

 Madonna del Castello Feast Day Mass and Procession: 

11 a.m. Aug. 6. Mass and Eucharistic procession through the 

neighborhood. Madonna del Castello Parish was established in Ran-

kin in 1920. Its name means “Our Lady of the Castle” because many 

of the first parishioners came from a little town in southern Italy 

where one day a woman had gone to a ruined castle to get firewood. 

She set her baby down and a wolf came and took the child. She 

called out to Mary, the Mother of God, who appeared and the baby 

was safe and sound. 

RIVER CITY CHURCH  

2037 Noble Street • 412-501-3161 
rivercitypgh@gmail.com • www.rivercitypgh.com 

 

Regular Worship Schedule:  
6 p.m. on Sundays 
 
Special Events:  
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. June 17, July 15 and Aug. 19—Free Community Dinners, 
third Saturday of every month. 
 

4 p.m. to 8 p.m. July 19—Free Block Party! Free food, snow cones, cotton 
candy, crafts, games and a bouncy house.  
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NEW COVENANT  

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

7419 McClure Avenue • 412-242-7301 
Rev. Louis N. Otey, Senior Pastor 

 

Regular Worship Schedule:  
Sundays 
9 a.m.—Sunday School 
10 a.m.—Corporate Prayer  
10:30 a.m.—Sunday Worship  
 

Wednesdays: 
7:30 p.m.—Bible Study 
 

“Building Strong Families, Equipping 
Leaders, Proclaiming the Gospel.” 

PITTSBURGH MENNONITE CHURCH 

2018 S. Braddock Avenue • 412-271-2104  
www.pittsburghmennonite.org  

 

Regular Worship Schedule:  
10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
 

Special Events: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 3—Indoor yard sale and 
bake sale. You will find household items, baby gear, toys, books, clothing, 
shoes, crafting supplies, jewelry, knickknacks and more. Prices start low and 
go even lower at noon! 
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SWISSHELM PARK PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHURCH 

241 Homestead Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15218 • 412-751-0930 
www.swisshelmparkpmchurch.com 

 
Regular Worship:  
10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
 

Special Events:  
June 18-22 
Vacation Bible School 
 

June 23, July 28 and 
Aug. 25 
Family Movie Nights 

SWISSVALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1825 Monongahela Avenue • 412-351-0900 
thesower@verizon.net 

 

Regular Worship Schedule:  
Sundays 
10 a.m.—Adult Bible Study 
11 a.m.—Worship Service 
11:15 a.m.—Children’s Sunday School 
 
Summer Hours:  
Sundays, June 11– August 27 
10 a.m.—Worship Service 
 
Eucharist Schedule: 
June 4—11 a.m. 
Pentecost 
Aug. 6—11 a.m. 
Summer Communion 

Special Events:  
Triangle Hoagie Sales 
Battleship Subs (6”) from Swiss-
vale’s famous Triangle Bar & Grill 
for $7. Contact the church office to 
order. Order by: Aug. 6, Pick-up:  
Aug. 9.  
 
   Strawberry Festival 

Noon to 3 p.m. June 4  
Social Hall and Yard 

Enjoy a picnic lunch and 
candy, fudge, cake, jello, 
jam/jelly and ice cream 
made with strawberries.  

Vacation Bible School  
 

June 18 - 22  (Sunday—Thursday)  
6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Ages 4 and up  
(including youth and adults) 

FRIDAYS 

JUNE 23 

JULY 28 

AUG. 25 

Kids movie followed by family-friendly feature-length film beginning at 8:45 p.m. 

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH  

2117 Collingwood Avenue 
412-271-3900 

info@unionbaptist.org 
www.unionbaptistpgh.org 

 

Vacation Bible School  

June 19 - 23 (Monday - Friday) 
8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
 Ages 3 and up (including youth 
and adults). All are welcome!  
Register now! Call 412-271-3900 
for additional information.  
 

Foodbank 

 Union Baptist Church is part of 
the Greater Pittsburgh Community 
Foodbank and has a food pantry 
that serves the Swissvale area. The 
pantry serves more than 100 fami-
lies every month. 

Food distribution is the 2nd  

Thursday of each month.  
Need food? Contact us at  

412-638-8336.  

 New applicants need photo ID, 
proof of Swissvale residency and 
proof of income. 
 

Summer Food Program  

 Union Baptist Church is offering 
free breakfast and lunch every 
weekday June 19 through August 
11 to anyone under the age of 18. 
Breakfast is served from 8 a.m. to 9 
a.m. and lunch is served from noon 
to 1 p.m. No paperwork is required. 



 

 

NINE MILE RUN WATERSHED ASSOCIATION  

www.ninemilerun.org • 412-371-8779 
 

Second Annual NMR Bike Tour & Block Party 

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 9 

 The Nine Mile Run Bike Tour & Block Party is back for 
its second year! The guided bike tour will cover 9 miles 
through the watershed communities of Wilkinsburg, Regent 
Square, Swissvale, Homewood, Edgewood and of course 
lower Frick Park. We will explore green rainwater initiatives, 
community projects and watershed features at a leisurely 
pace. The tour will begin and end at Biddle’s Escape coffee shop. 
 The Bike Tour will be followed by a free entry, family-friendly Block Party on Biddle’s Escape block (700 block of 
S. Trenton). Stop by from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. to enjoy food, music, activities and more! Get your Bike Tour tickets at:  

www.ninemilerun.org/bikeparty 

COMMUNITY GARDEN  

www.swissvalegarden.com 
 

 The Community Garden will 
host several volunteer work days 
throughout the summer. For more 
information on how to get involved, 
check out our Facebook page 
(@Swissvale Community Garden) 
or website.  
 Look for us again this year at 
the Swissvale Farmers Market. To 
raise money to keep the garden 
growing we plan to sell seedlings 
and SCG T-shirts.  
 A special thank you to the 
Swissvale Community Action  
Committee and all who came out to 
the Community Bar Crawl! The 
event raised $530 for the garden!  

THE  

GREEN 
CORNER 

SWISSVALE SHADE TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

www.swissvaleborough.com/about/shade-tree-committee.aspx 

 

Swissvale is now a Tree City USA!  

 The formal announcement took place the 
afternoon of Swissvale Clean Up Day on May 
20 at Memorial Field. A proclamation was read 
by Mayor Swartzwelder and information was 
distributed about Swissvale’s Shade Tree  
Advisory Committee and Nine Mile Run Water-
shed Association in celebration of Arbor Day. 
Swissvale citizens came together to celebrate 
and learn about planting and maintaining trees. 
Swissvale public officials demonstrated their support for the tree program by 
participating in the celebration.  
  To qualify as a Tree City USA community, there are four standards that 
were established by the Arbor Day Foundation and the National Association 
of State Foresters. Over the past year, the SSTAC and the borough council 
have worked hard to establish these standards in Swissvale.  
 The Shade Tree Advisory Committee was established to investigate and 
advise council and the Department of Public Works on tree concerns in 
Swissvale. Working closely with council, Swissvale management and the 
DPW, SSTAC has been invaluable in assessing the current trees in the 
borough, applying for tree grants, educating the residents about trees and 
working closely with the Nine Mile Run Watershed Association to gain  
insight into expanding the urban canopy.  
 An ordinance was approved by Swissvale council that provides clear 
guidance for planting, maintaining and removing trees from streets, parks 
and other public spaces. The ordinance is available to view on the borough 
website: www.swissvaleborough.com. Click on the link for “Shade Tree 
Committee” listed under the “About” tab. Are you interested in a street tree in 
front of your home? Applications are also available on this page.  
 By budgeting financial support for 2017, the borough administration and 
council demonstrated their commitment to grow and tend to the long-term 
health of the tree canopy and the Tree City USA program. City trees provide 
many benefits—clean air, clean water, shade and beauty, but need to be 
maintained.  
 The SSTAC thanks the borough council and staff for their support in 
making this designation a reality! Swissvale is proud to be known as a Tree 
City USA!   

12 



 

 

13 

SWISSVALE CARES 

FOOD PANTRY 

“Helping People Help Themselves” 
Serving Swissvale and Rankin at  

2011 Noble Street, Swissvale 
412-452-2792 

 

Food Pantry distributions are on the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month, 

9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
 

Are you in need of food? Stop by.  
Do you have time to help a 

neighbor? Consider volunteering. 
We welcome all volunteers. Stop in. 
Packing days are 5 p.m. on the day 

before distributions. 

CARNEGIE FREE LIBRARY  
1800 Monongahela Avenue, Swissvale, PA 15218  

412-731-2300  • www.swissvalelibrary.org 
10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays  

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays • 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturdays  

FUND-RAISING SUCCESS 

 The Friends of the Library’s 
April book and bake sale was a big 
success. Loyal library patrons 
munched on goodies and restocked 
their bookshelves. In total, $1,400 
was raised that the Friends will use 
for new children’s programs and 
books and DVDs for everyone. 
Many thanks to our wonderful 
Friends and library patrons! 
 Also, thank you to everyone 
who bought a birthday book for the  
library’s 100th anniversary. If you 
didn’t get a chance to get one yet, 
pick up a form at the library desk.  
 You can still support the library 
by buying cookies, ornaments or 
library magnets at the front desk.  
 

LIBRARY PROGRAMS:  

For Kids  

 Lego & Robots—The next  
series of Lego Robots starts on  
Saturday, Aug. 12. Have fun, learn 
stuff, meet new kids and go to tour-
naments! Sign up at the library 
desk. For kids 10 to 14 years old.   

For Families and Everyone 

 Wizard Tournaments—Spring 
Wizard tournament winners were  
Ariella Riccobon (children), Julian 
Riccobon (teens) and Elizabeth 
Scott (adults). The next tournament 
will begin at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 17. New players are  
welcome to join at any point  
during any tournament.   
 

 Summer Reading—It’s time to 
register! This year’s theme is “Build 
a Better World,” and we will begin 
our annual 8-week program on 
June 12. You may simply read and 
win prize tickets for the auction OR 
participate in our many classes and 
contests. Stop by the library to  
complete a family registration form 
for yourself and your kids and then 
sign up for each and every class 
that interests you. 

LIBRARY PROGRAMS (CONT.) 

For Adults 

 Puzzle Solvers—The world is 
full of jigsaw puzzles, and a lot of 
them pass through the Swissvale 
Library. The bin is inside the front 
door—put one in and/or take one 
out! 

 Coloring for Adults—New class 
for adults led by Deborah Hazuza. 
Meets once a month at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesdays. Check the library web-
site or call for the date of the next 
sessions.  

 Computer Tutoring—Free for 
adults of all ages. The library  
provides half-hour computer  
tutoring sessions 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Tuesday and Thursday  
afternoons. Call the library to sign 
up for your first session.  

 Book Discussion Groups—
Consider joining one of the library’s 
four book clubs! Lists for all four 
clubs and extra books are available 
at the library front desk. Book clubs 
are always open to new members 
and meet monthly:  

 1st Thursday—7 p.m. in the 
main library. 

 2nd Thursday—3 p.m. in the 
senior center. 

 4th Monday—Mysteries!  
2 p.m. in the main library. 

 4th Monday—Mysteries! 

 7 p.m. in the senior center.  

The library will be CLOSED 

on July 4
th

. 

SWISSVALE SENIOR CENTER 

7350 McClure Avenue 
412-731-6125 

Open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 
 A variety of activities are offered 
so stop by the center to get the  
complete schedule and information 
about the lunch program. Anyone 
over the age of 60 is welcome!  
 
9 a.m. on M, W, F—Exercise group  

10:30 a.m. on W—Nickel Bingo  

11:30 a.m. on M, W, F—Hot lunch 
served at no cost! A donation of 
$1.50 is suggested, but optional. 

12:30 p.m. on M, F—Bingo  

Fresh popcorn on Wednesdays!  

STREET LIGHT  

SERVICE REQUESTS 

 Street lights throughout the  
borough are maintained by  
Duquesne Light. If you see lights 
that are out or do not remain on, 
please contact Duquesne Light’s 
customer service at 412-393-7100. 
 Make sure you write down the 
pole number (found on a small 
metal tab on the post) or have a 
clear address of where the pole is 
located. The automated phone  
system will guide you through a  
series of easy-to-follow steps.  
Duquesne Light should come out 
within a few days to replace the 
light.  



 

 

305 East 8th Ave, Homestead, PA 15120  
412-464-4000 

www.monvalleyinitiative.com 
 

 MVI is a non-profit community 
and economic development  
coalition that currently comprises 10 
Community Development  
Corporations (CDCs). They work 
together to unite communities and 
restore the economic vitality of the 
Mon Valley.  
 
MVI OFFERS HOPE, HELP TO LOCAL 
JOB HUNTERS 
 Most of us have had to look for 
a job at one time or another. We all 
know how difficult it can be.  
 Now, imagine that you’re  
looking for a job after a divorce or  
bankruptcy. Your job search is  
happening at the most stressful 
time in your life. Or, imagine that 
you were arrested. You’ve done 
your sentence and you’re out of jail, 
but when you apply for a job, one of 
the first questions you’re asked is, 
“Have you ever been convicted of a 
crime?” You answer truthfully—and 
your job application goes right into 
the trash. 
 All of these situations have 
really happened to clients of Mon 
Valley Initiative, which partners with 
the Swissvale Economic Develop-
ment Corp. to provide community 
development, housing counseling 
services, real estate improvement 
and workforce development in the 
borough. 
 At MVI’s office on 8th Avenue in 
Homestead, job-seekers can learn 
how to use a computer, create a 
resume and apply for work—for 
free! 
 Tracey Reaves is the director of 
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SWISSVALE IMPROVEMENT PARTNERS 

 One of Swissvale’s newest 
homeowners, Robert Pell,  
purchased a home featured on the 
“Make Swissvale Home” tour last 
September and utilized SEDCO’s 
down payment and closing cost  
assistance opportunity. SEDCO is 
offering grants of $1,000 in closing 
cost and down payment assistance 
to the first 10 buyers who purchase 
a house, now through Sept. 11, 
2017. For more information, call 
412-464-4000, ext. 4024, or email 
seson@monvalleyinitiative.com. 
 
Why did you choose Swissvale? 
 I ride mountain bikes and I'm  
passionate about building mountain 
bike trails. Swissvale is a great  
location because I can bike from the 
house into Frick Park or the slags, 
which has some excellent mountain 
biking trails. Building trails is one of 
my favorite creative outlets so I'm 
lucky to have Frick Park in my back-
yard. When I was searching for a 
home, I considered dozens of  
properties in neighborhoods from 
Polish Hill to Swissvale. I wanted to 
stay in the city, but I wasn't commit-
ted to live in any particular 

neighborhood. I looked at a number 
of Swissvale properties and one 
thing they all had in common was 
that they were a better value than 
properties in other parts of the city. 
Combine that with the fact that the 
park is in my backyard and it was 
an easy decision to move here. 
 
What is your favorite aspect of 
the community? 
 One thing that I like about the 
Swissvale “flats” is that people take 
pride in their homes. The homes 
and lawns are well maintained and 
it makes the neighborhood look 
great. I love that my neighborhood 
is flat which is not very common in 
Pittsburgh. I love that the sidewalks 
are filled with kids on their bikes 
and the level terrain makes it  
comfortable to go for a walk.  
 Swissvale is actually a pretty 
decent location. It’s convenient to 
shop at Edgewood Towne Centre 
and the Waterfront and I can drive 
downtown in less than 10 minutes. 
The lower taxes and the affordable 
homes were just an added bonus. 
 
SEDCO is a nonprofit group of  
individuals living and working in 
Swissvale who are dedicated to the 
revitalization of the borough. It is 
one of the community development 
corporations, or CDCs, that make 
up the Homestead-based Mon  
Valley Initiative. 

MON VALLEY  

INITIATIVE 

Story continues on Page 15  

mailto:seson@monvalleyinitiative.com


 

 

District Administrative Office 
531 Jones Avenue, N. Braddock, PA 15104 

412-731-1300 
www.whsd.net 

WOODLAND HILLS 

 Families can register children for school at the Woodland Hills School 
District Administrative Center at 531 Jones Avenue in North Braddock. 
Information about documents necessary for enrollment can be found at 
the district's website. 

 Woodland Hills School District will have its annual Kennywood Picnic on 
Tuesday, June 27. Please join us for a great day at the park! 

 Back-to-School Community Day will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 26 at the Woodland Hills Junior/Senior High School.  
Meet principals and teachers from all of our schools, enjoy a  
performance from our marching band and Images Visual Ensemble, 
have lunch with us and so much more! 

 Keep up with district happenings by subscribing to the Woodland Hills 
Blog at woodlandhillsblog.blogspot.com. Stay tuned to the WHSD  
website for information on Science Camp, Sports Camp and the fall 
sports schedules!  

workforce development at MVI. She 
says that in the past 12 months, 
316 people came to MVI for help 
finding a job. More than 200 of 
those people now have good jobs, 
and MVI continues to work with the 
other clients.  
 Some clients have criminal  
records or were in recovery from 
drug or alcohol addiction, Reaves 
says. But many others have no 
criminal records—some even have 
college degrees. Whatever the  
reason, they needed a little bit of 
extra help. Maybe they never had to 
create a resume or they never had 
to fill out a job application and 
they’re not sure where to start. 
Maybe they were taking care of 
their children or a sick relative, 
which kept them out of the workforce for several years, leaving an unexplained gap on their resume. Now they need 
to find another job, are having trouble, and they don’t know where to go for help. 
 “We never turn anyone away,” Reaves says. “We are willing to help anyone who comes to us and does the work 
that we need them to do.” 
 Sometimes, Reaves and her four co-workers at MVI help people practice for a job interview. At other times, they 
help develop what Reaves calls “soft skills”—for example, learning how to have a positive attitude and how to dress 
appropriately at work. 
 “It may not sound important, but knowing ‘soft skills’ can mean the difference between getting hired and not  
getting hired,” Reaves says. 
 The workforce program is funded by donations and grants. For more information about workforce development, 
including classes and events, call 412-464-4000 or visit www.monvalleyinitiative.com.  
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MVI workforce team members 
Tracey Reaves, Camille Smith, Bobby James Smith and Samson Murage. 

WHSD EARNS RECOGNITION  

 Congratulations to Woodland 
Hills High School on earning its 4th 
straight Bronze Medal by U.S. 
News & World Report. 
 The U.S. News rankings include 
data on more than 21,000 public 
high schools in 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. Schools were 
awarded gold, silver or bronze med-
als based on their performance on 
state assessments and how well 
they prepare students for college.   
 Other local Bronze Medal area 
schools include Gateway and Kiski 
Area.  



 

 

 The 4th annual Swissvale Mile returns on June 24. 
Participants of all ages and abilities can choose from a  

1-mile family-friendly dog walk or timed race. This event 
has become a favorite part of Swissvale’s Community 
Days and raises funds for Swissvale Recreation and 
Swissvale K-9 officers. There are only a few days left to 
register so don’t wait!  

www.SwissvaleMile.com  
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 *All street closures have been approved by Swissvale Council and will be  
executed by Swissvale Police, Fire and Department of Public Works.  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS:  
 On race morning, street closures will be in  
effect from approximately 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. “No  
Parking” signs will be posted along the route to  
remind you to move your car. Cars not moved from the 
race course may be towed at owner’s expense.  
 Street closures and areas of no parking will  
include parts of Schoyer, Monroe, Church,  
Pocono, McClure and Aurelius. Streets that will not 
be accessible during the race are parts of Lafayette, 
Hanover, Commercial, Mansion Place, Tonette and 
Hammerly Way. Closures are shown in red on the 
map to the left. Traffic will not be permitted to cross 
the course.  
 There are lots of ways to be involved: You can walk 
with or without a dog, you can run, you can volunteer or 
you can donate. If you are not interested or not able to 
participate, please step outside and cheer on those who 
are—play music, shout or hold signs! 

Thank You to our Course Sponsor!! 

 All street closures have been approved by Swissvale Council and will be  
executed by Swissvale Police, Fire and Department of Public Works.  


